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In a notice on p. 144 will be found a revised statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade having special regard to 
the recent transfer to the Board of Trade of the Imperial 
Institute. The main office of the Branch is at present 
at No. 50, Parhament Street, 8.W., with a temporary 
enquiry office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C., the City Branch of 
the Imperial Institute. 


Attention is directed to the fact that trade repre- 
sentatives of India, and of certain Colonies which are 
named below, can be consulted at the City Branch on 
matters relative to the trade of the respective countries. 

A Representative for India attends on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

A Representative for the Dominion of Canada attends 
daily by appointment. 

A Representative for Queensiand attends daily from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Commercial Agency for New South Wales is 
open daily from 10 a.m. to 95 p.m. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office, since © 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” will 
be found on pp. 139-40. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADEs«s 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be received until 12 o’clock noon’ on Monday, the 

27th April, for hard soap and soft soap. 
Samples must be sent to the- Admiralty 

Pattern Rooms not later than Tuesday, 21st. 


Tenders for 
Soap. 
April. 
Manufacturers only will be accepted. 
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Pattern case for hard soap may be seen, and small samples of 
soap obtained on application at the Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 72, 
Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, London, W.C. 

Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all par- 
ticulars, may be obtained on personal application at the Contract 
Department, Admiralty, or by letter addressed ‘“ Director of Navy 


Contracts, Admiralty, London, 8.W.” 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

sad . trade received at the Canadian Government 
ny went Lar Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
% ace. information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A Manchester firm wish to get into direct 
communication with large Canadian exporters of poultry to Great 
Britain, especially turkeys, fur the winter market. 

An enquiry has been received for addresses in Canada of slate 
quarry owners in a position to export slate to Great Britain. 

A firm of biscuit makers ask to be referred to one or two 
responsible wholesale houses in Canada who could deal in their 

oods. 
: A London firm has asked to be furnished with names of Canadian 
producers of food-stuffs, canned as well as dry, including wheat, 
Siar: and products thereof. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian exporter of cider-vinegar is 
desirous of being placed in communication with importers 
prepared to purchase car lots of at least 60 barrels. 

An agent at Ottawa offering good references desires to obtain 
the representation of an English firm exporting sulphur to Canada 
for wood-pulp mills and other users. 

A Canadian shipper of copper-amalgam desires to hear of firms 
in South Africa and Australia who deal in dental supplies. 

Colonial Enquiry—A Sydney (New South Wales) agency is 
looking out for Canadian exporters of cured bacon and hams, 
canned fish, fruits, &c., who desire representation in Australia. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 


Victoria Street, S.W. 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The “Government Gazette” of the Orange River Colony of 13th 
f March contains a notice calling for tenders for 

o- vorreetiagl the supply of clothing for prisoners and prison 
Clothing. staff at the various prisons or bridewells 


throughout the Orange River Colony. 
All tenders should be sealed, and should be addressed to the 
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Chairman of the Tender Board, Audit Office, Bloemfontein, Orange 
River Colony. 

Tenders should be marked “ Tender for Prison Clothing” in the 
left hand top corner of the envelope, and reach the Auditor- 
General’s Office not later than 10 a.m. on the 30th May, 1903. 

All details regarding the articles to be supplied (or work to be 
performed) can be obtained from the office of the Director of 
Prisons, Bloemfontein. 

Before the acceptance of any tender, the tenderer may be 
required to deposit samples with the Tender Board. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” of 1st April announces that the 
Tenders for Ministry of Finance invites tenders for the 
Silver Thread supply of about 18,000 mitkals of silver thread 
‘(98 per cent. pure silver) of which 15,000 gilt, 

required for the making of the Holy carpet. 

All persons wishing to tender for the supply of this silver thread 
should address themselves to the ‘‘ Direction du Secrétariat ” of the 
Finance Ministry, Cairo, in order to learn the conditions of the 
auction and examine samples of the silver thread. 

Tenders, which must be written on stamped paper of 30 milliémes, 
will be received up to 12 midday on Saturday, 16th May, 1903. 

Any tender received after the above date and hour will not be 
taken into consideration. 

The Ministry of Finance reserves to itself the right to accept or 
refuse any tender. 





NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, from 
H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, a despatch 
reporting that tenders in sealed envelopes 
marked ‘‘ Kraner,” will be received at the office 
of the Head Engineer, Tangerand and Aal Railway, Vossevangen, 
up to the 30th April, for the supply of one 3-ton swing crane on 
trolley, 3°2 metres swing radius, and 3-2 metre8 raising capacity 
above rails—rail gauge 1:435 metres; and three l-ton swing cranes 
on trolleys, 5 metres swing radius, and 5 metres raising capacity 
above valle~zail gauge 1: 435 metres. 

The cranes are to be delivered with accessories of about 4 lock 
tested chain and snatch blocks for double chain c.i.f. Bergen within 
one month of receipt of intimation of delivery (s7c). 

Further conditions for delivery can be obtained on rn 
at tie Head Engince’’s Office, Vossevangen. 

Az 


Tenders for 
Cranes. 
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Tenders are to hold good for 30 days after the expiry of date of 
period for tendering. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. is given to native manufacturers. 





BELGIUM. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” of 11th April contains an announce- 
ment to the effect that tenders will be opened 
Tenders for on the 29th April, by the “ Société Nationale 
Railway des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux,” at No. 14, Rue 
Construction. de la Science, Brussels, for the construction of 
the line from Dinant to Florennes. 
The upset price of the work is 329,516 francs (13,180/.), and 
a deposit of 33,000 francs (1,320/.) is required. Tenders by regis- 
tered letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Com- 
pany at the address given above, where they will be received not 
later than 28th April. Plans, estimates, and conditions of con- 
tract may be seen at the Company’s office and at the office of M. 
d’Artevelle, Rue de Turquie No. 18, 4 Saint Gilles, Bellefroid, 
Grand’ Rue, 140, & Jambes (Bruxelles). 
A statement of the conditions of contract may be obtained at 
the offices named on payment of 1 franc. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 8th April contains a Royal Order, 
granting a concession to the Bilbao-Santander 

Pier Construction. Railway Company, to run concurrently with 
their railway concession, for the extension by 

30 metres of their pier for shipping ore at the port of Santander. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th April contains a notice calling 
for tenders, which will be opened in the office 
Tenders for Coal. of the Port Works at Santander, at noon on 
the 20th April, for the supply of 3,000 tons of 
coal for the dredging service of the port, at the upset price of 
106,950 pesetas, or about 3,146/. A provisional deposit of 1,070 
pesetas, or about $11/., is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 12th April contains a notice stating 

c on f that an application has been made by the 

ae ws or ‘Sociedad anonima Iberia Concesionaria, accom- 

ii anied by a plan and the legal guarantee, for 
Tramwa, P yap 

y: the concession for an electric tramway from 

Porrifio to Vigo. One month is allowed in which other proposals, 

on more favourable terms, for the concession indicated may be 
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presented, accompanied by their corresponding plans and 
guarantees. 


The ‘ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


GREECE. 


On p. 102 will be found gn extract from a report by H.M. Consul at 
Volo, calling attention to the constant and 





aman increasing demand in Thessaly for agricultural 
I oe y implements and machines, and other descriptions 
an of manufactured articles. 





MEXICO. 

The “ Diario Oficial ” of Mexico of 21st March contains copy of a 
Sette Ghent concession granted for 99 vears to the Cananea, 
aa ml lin Rio Yaqui and Pacific Railway Company to 
Stock. 5 construct and work a narrow gauge line in the 
- State of Sonora, from Naco, on the United 
States of America frontier, to San Marcial, passing by the Cananea 
Mine, with the right to prolong the line in the one direction to the 
Gulf of California, in the neighbourhood of the mouth of the Rio 
Yaqui, and in the other to Agiabampo and Topolobampo, by the 
city of Alamos, and to construct three branches from points on the 
main line which may be approved by the Office of Communications 
and Public Works—one to Nacozari, another to Zahuaripa, and 
the third to a point on the railway line of Sonora. Notification 
has to be given by the concessionaires of their intention to avail 
of the right to prolong the line to the Gulf by 11th November, 
1905, of the right to prolong it to Agiabampo and Topolobampo 
by 11th November, 1906, and of the right to build the branches 

named by 11th November, 1907. 


The ‘“ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.).. 


ARGENTINA. 


On p. 125 will be found a notice respecting the development of the 
butter industry and the manufacture of casein 
in Argentina, together with a reference to some 
samples of casein forwarded by H.M. Consul at 
Buenos Aires, which may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





Supply of Casein 
—Samples on 
View. 


nemeneatall 
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Thessaly.—In a report recently received at the Foreign Office 
(Annual Series, 2,947), H.M. Consul at Volo states that the goods 
in constant and increasing demand in Thessaly comprise agri- 
cultural implements and machines, and other descriptions of manu- 
factured articles. The latter are mostly of a low grade quality, 
the price being generally the chief factor. It can still be said, 
however, that goods of British manufacture are almost invariably 
accorded the preference where high quality and efficiency are the 
principal considerations, but as no British commission agents or 
traders are resident in the district to watch for opportunities of 
securing orders or to push British trade, it is hardly surprising 
that, under such conditions, British products are not altogether 
holding their own against cheaper foreign wares. On the other 
hand, it is obviously useless to expect competent British com- 
mercial representatives to establish themselves in localities where 
the probable profit and general conditions of life are not such as 
to appeal to their self-interest. 


Somaliland Protectorate-—In a recent report, Mr. H. M. O’Byrne, 
Chief of Customs at Berbera and Bulhar, after expatiating on the 
trade monopoly held by agents of Indian merchants at Aden, and 
their high prices which tend to check trade, states that until the 
monopoly is broken by a European firm entering into a legitimate 
business in the principal commodities, for which the Somalis 
barter their merchandise, Berbera cannot: compete with Aden and 
make the other ports in the Protectorate its dependencies. The 
firm should, preferably, be one engaged in the skin and hide trade. 
The existing conditions tend to separate the ports, but did they all 
converge to one centre, the accumulated trade brought to Berbera 
would, in time, convince the merchants that cargo shipped from 
that port and transhipped at Aden could be more economically 
despatched direct from the exporting port to its destination. 

When free competition is established, the Chief of Customs 
considers it would then be advantageous to reduce the import duty 
on cereals. The prospect might be an inducement to a merchant 
or firm who could effect this end, but the reduction, of course, 
would be a general concession. (Foret gn Office, Annual. Sert 1es, 


2,948.) 
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THE CANADIAN FURNITURE INDUSTRY. 


In its issue for March, “ Industrial Canada,” the organ of the 
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association, contains an account of the 
development of the furniture industry in Canada, from which the 
following extracts have been made :— 

Probably the first of the great Canadian factory industries to be 
established was the manufacture of furniture, more than 100 years 


having elapsed since a company began the manufacture of 


furniture in the city of Quebec. 

Of all the factory industries of Canada the manufacture of 
furniture might reasonably be regarded as the most indigenous to 
the country. Canada’s forests of both pine and hardwoods have 
always been counted as one of the most valuable and inexhaustible 
of its great natural resources. ‘The fact that the large majority of 
Canadian furniture factories are situated in the western peninsula 
of the Province of Ontario and more particularly in the towns and 
cities along what is known as the hardwood ridge which extends 
throughout that peninsula, indicates that in the earlier days of the 
industry the supplies of raw materials used in the factories were 
drawn from the hardwood forests in that part of the province. 
That was the case for many years after the starting of the 
first of these factories, and when the cheaper grades of furniture 
were more largely made from our native birch, beech, maple, elm 
and other hardwoods.’: At that time also there was a fairly 
large supply of suitable oak timber to be had in Canada 
for the manufacture of the better grades of furniture. In 
later years, however, a great-change has come over the furniture 
manutacturing industry. With the steady increase in the 
use of labour-saving wood-working machinery and the consequent 
reduction in the price of the better grades of furniture, the demand 
for the cheaper grades made from native Canadian hardwoods has 
greatly fallen off. .People who a few years ago were satisfied with 
goods made from maple, beech or elm, stained to resemble oak and 
aon more expensive woods now demand a better class of article, 
either what is known as natural oak, oak veneer or quartered oak, 
of which material there is a very limited ‘supply in Canada. The 
result of this increasing demand for a better class of goods has 
compelled the furniture manufacturers to look abroad for much of 
the raw material used in the manufacture of what is now sold in 
place of the former cheaper class of furniture. The raw material 
for the more expensive grades made of mahogany, baywood, rose- 
wood, and walnut has all been obtained in foreign markets. 

The result of this evolution in the furniture industry, the 
cheapening of the cost of production, and the consequent demand > 
of the public for a better class of article, has compelled Canadian 
furniture ‘manufacturers to purchase a very large proportion of 
their stock of oak lumber from the United States, where the supply 


._ of suitablé niaterial is very much larger. The fact that there is 


not in Canada a single factory 1 in which oak veneer is turned out, 
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and that the entire Canadian supply comes from the United States, 
shows the dearth of raw material for the better class of goods in 
a country which for generations has been largely exporting the 
products of its virgin forests to supply the needs of foreign lands. 

Nevertheless, it would be a mistake to suppose that most of the 
wood used in Canadian furniture factories is imported. 

Despite the fact that so large a proportion of the raw material 
used in the manufacture of the better grades of furniture has to 
be imported, the furniture industry is one of the strongest as 
well as one of the most extensive in the Dominion. 

In the higher grades of expensive furniture, Canadian factories 
do not have to take second place to any on the American continent 
in quality, price, or style. Some of the fine work turned out by 
the Western Ontario factories would astonish those who imagine 
that only the cheaper grades are made in the country. Not only 
are the Canadian furniture factories to-day supplying the home 
market with grades, qualities and styles to suit the popular taste, 
but a large and profitable export trade is being worked up with 
Great Britain, Australia, the West Indies and South Africa. 
Some of the larger factories have agents in all these countries 
studying the demands of the trade there, and by offering a better 
article for less money made to order to suit the public taste and 
requirements, are establishing an export trade which is bound to 
become one of the largest and most important in the Dominion. 

A branch of the industry that should not be overlooked is that 
of rattan and reed furniture. The process of manufacture is very 
interesting. The rattan is imported from China. The outer bark 
or shell is of a smooth glossy appearance. ‘This is stripped from 
the inner part, which is called the reed, by means of a very finely 
constructed machine, usually in three grades, fine, medium and 
coarse. ‘The bark is called cane, and is the material used for 
seating the. well-known cane seat chair. After the bark is 
removed the reeds are placed in large vats filled with a chloride 
solution and bleached. ‘They are then ready for manufacture into 
chairs, couches and other articles of fancy furniture. Rattan is 
also extensively used in Canada in making baby carriages. 
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PRODUCTION OF LANDOLPHIA RUBBER IN UGANDA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a copy of a memorandum on Landolphia rubber and its production 
in Uganda, by Mr. John Mahon, Assistant in the Scientific and 
Agricultural Department of the Uganda Administration. 

This memorandum states that one of the best rubbers in 
commerce is that obtained from species of Landolphia. As far 
back as 1876 the export of this rubber reached the value of 90,0001. 
from a district in Hast Africa (Mungao). All the evidence goes to 
show that Landolphiz of at least four species are abundant in the 
forests of the Uganda Protectorate. In South Central Africa, 
where Landolphia rubber is worked to a considerable extent, 
practically no preparations beyond the crude native methods are 
employed, and the product has readily brought from 2s. 6d. to 
3s. 6d. per lb. in the London market. But it is quite clear, owing 
to the peculiar climatic conditions obtaining in Uganda, and a 
consequently marked effect on the growth and physiological 
character of vegetation, that to produce a good quality rubber some 
trouble must be taken in curing. ‘The native’s method of exposing 
a thin layer of rubber latex to atmospheric action by spreading it 
on his arms and chest is not a good or suitable one. It has been 
proved by specimens sent home for report by the Scientific and 
Agricultural Department that exporting such an article is a ~ 
mistake, for, although one may obtain by this method what 
appears to be a most suitable looking specimen, yet it is to be 
remembered that the journey home and differences of climate will 
tell against the crudely-prepared product. Besides, the means of 
preparing a better article are so simple that there can be no 
question of the advisability of adopting them. 

An even more important matter than curing must receive the 
undivided attention of the employer of native rubber collectors. 
It is this :—In most of the lake shore forests, growing side by side 
with the Landolphias, is found a huge, rank climber with small, 
dark green leaves in pairs, and frequently bearing trusses of pretty, 
star-shaped yellowish flowers with a dark-coloured eye. The 
fruits when ripe are like a piece of slender, dead branch, and are 
closely packed with thin seeds, carrying each a silky plume, which, 
like thistle-down, conveys the seed long distances. [t is a species 
of Alafia. In the stems, branches, and leaves, watery latex abounds. 
On coagulation this latex proves to have no elasticity whatever, 
the product is not unlike a piece of damp asbestos; even mixed 
with Landolphia latex in the proportion Landolphia two, Alphia 
one, it practically destroys the elasticity of the Landolphia. It is 
well known the native frequently taps this climber, and in Mr. 
Mahon’s opinion it is mainly responsible for the low value and bad 
condition of rubber which has hitherto been prepared in Uganda. 

There is an extensive demand for good rubber. Landolphia 
rubber is good. Unfortunately it is one of those native products 
which do not lend themselves to systematic cultivation. Therefore, 
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the duration of its existence as a commercial product will be 
determined by the degree of energy with which the native products 
of Central Africa are exploited in the future. There are several 
fine rubber-yielding trees, plantations of which will, one trusts, be 
returning handsome profits to settlers in Central Tropical Africa 
long before the last Landolphia vine is tapped. Of these Hevea, 
the source of Para rubber, the standard by which all rubbers are 
judged, Castilloa (Central American rubber) and Funtumia (Lagos 
silk rubber) are thriving most favourably in the Botanic Gardens 
at Entebbe, and it is proposed to experiment with these, and other 
reputable tree-rubbers, on a fairly considerable scale in order that 
planters may be informed and advised in the future what sorts to 
work with and what to avoid. It is always possible, too, that in 
the western portion of tke Protectorate a rubber-yielding tree 
may one day be found; it is feasible to assume the Lagos silk- 
rubber tree may have spread beyond the Conge towards Uganda, 
for science knows comparatively little of the botanical wealth of 
that fine region. Meantime, it is known that the Uganda 
Protectorate is rich in Landolphia, and its produce is capable of 
being a source of much commercial enterprise for many years to 
come. It only requires to be treated in a common-sense fashion 
by the men working it. ‘To people of business instinct there is no 
need to dwell at length on the folly of killing by negligence an 
industry which, with ordinary care, can be the means of affording 
a substantial return on the capital invested in it for a considerable 
time. 





LIMES IN THE WEST INDIES. 


The following account of the cultivation of limes in the West 
Indies, and of the trade and industries connected therewith, is 
taken from the “ Agricultural News ” (Barbados) of the 14th March. 

The lime industry of the West Indies, although comparatively 
small as compared with sugar and cacao, is yet of considerable 
importance at Dominica and Montserrat, supplying at the former 
more than half the total exports of the island. 


Dominica.— At Dominica, lime juice alone (raw and concentrated) 
to the value of 32,212/., and lime or essential oil to the value of 
2,9521. were exported during the year 1901-02. These figures do 
not include the exports of green and pickled limes, in which a 
considerable trade is carried on with the United States of America 
and Canada. The steady increase in this trade may be gathered 
from the following statistics which indicate the exports referred to 
for the years 1898-1901. The value of green limes in the United 
States varies from 5-00 dols. to 10°00 dols. per barrel according to 
season and the demand :— 
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United States, green British North 
Year. limes (barrels, America, pickled 
cases, &C.). limes (barrels). 
 —_— ioe - am bad 8,534 _ 
1899s... on — at ena! 6,743 | — 
1900... te ee ide ae, 6,633 428 
190A: > 20 bie ibd tbe be] 7,412 904 








With regard to the yiela } per acre, the Agricultural Wiitinste 
writes from Dominica that it varies according to the quality of the 
soil. On good soils 200 barrels of limes per acre are often 
obtained, while on poor lands the yield sometimes falls as low as 
90 barrels per acre. ‘The average yield is, however, about 120 
barrels per acre. From a barrel of limes seven to eight gallons of 
juice are obtained. The juice is either shipped raw or in a con- 
centrated form. The latter is boiled down to a density of ten or 
twelve to one, that is, 10 gallons of raw juice to one of concen- 
trated. It takes on an average 80 barrels of limes to give 1 hogs- 
head (54 gallons) of concentrated juice. The value of raw lime 
juice in the London market at present (14th March) is about 10d. 
per gallon, and of concentrated juice about 11/. 10s. per pipe. 

The production of ‘‘essential oil of limes” forms an important 
branch of the industry. ‘The oil is uvbtained from the rind of the 
ripe fruit and is exported either as ‘‘ hand-pressed or rind oil,” or 

s “distilled oil.” In the preparation of the former, the oil is 
extracted by the ‘“‘ ecuelle” process before passing the fruit through 
the mili. Distilled oil is recovered from the juice, after milling, 
by the ordinary process of distillation. 

The yield of ‘rind or hand-pressed oil” averages about 3 oz. per 
barrel of fresh limes, and is worth in London at present prices 
about 4s. per lb. Distilled oil is produced at the rate of about 
24 gallons for each hogshead of concentrated juice, and is worth in 
London about ls. 9d. per lb. 


Montserrat.—At Montserrat lime cultivation has formed for 
many years one of the chief agricultural industries. In 1898 and 
1899 the export of lime juice averaged over 5,000/. per annum. 
Towards the latter end of 1899 the island was devastated by a severe 
hurricane, and the effect of this on the lime industry was seen by 
the reduction of the export of lime juice in 1900 to less than 4001. 
Energetic efforts are being made to re-establish the industry, and 
in 1901 the exports of lime juice had increased to over 1,1001. 

The yield of limes in Montserrat, when the trees are in full 
bearing, is at the rate of about 160 barrels per acre. The yield of 
juice is calculated at about eight gallons for each barrel of limes. 
Concentrated juice is boiled down to a density of seven or eight to 
one, that is, seven gallons of raw juice to 1 gallon of concentrated. 
About two ounces of “ ecuelle (rind) oil” are obtained from a 
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barrel of limes, and about 50 ounces of distilled oil from a puncheon 
of concentrated juice. 

Jamaica, Trinidad and Antigua—At Jamaica, Trinidad and 
Antigua the cultivation of limes is carried on to a limited extent ; 
the value of lime juice exported from these islands during the year 
1900 being 7,496/., 596/. and 195l. respectively. In the other 
islands the lime tree, although well known and found in nearly 
every garden, is grown to meet local requirements only. 





TRADE OF EGYPT IN 1902. 


In a report by H.M. Agent and Consul-General on the Finances, 
Administration and Condition of Egypt and the Soudan | Egypt 
No. 1 1903, Cd. 1529, price 10d. ] it is stated that the value of the 
imports in 1902 was £E.14,211,000, or £E.438,000 less than in 1901, 
whilst the value of the exports was £1.17,617,000, or £EH.1,887,000 
more than in 1901. The report remarks that this is the first time 
since 1895 that a decline in the value of the imports has taken place, 
and goes on to examine carefully into the causes. 

Lord Cromer says that the two main causes are unquestionably 
the low prices which have prevailed in foreign markets throughout 
the year for certain important articles, and a large decrease in 
the importation of cereals and flour, owing to a good Egyptian 
crop. In fact, if the latter item be omitted from the calculation, 
and the prices of 1901 be applied to the quantities imported in 
1902, the result is in favour of the latter year. 

On the other hand, it must be remembered that imports were 
unusually active during the last month of 1901. ‘To some extent, 
a reaction, due to the overstocking of certain articles, was felt in 
1902. Moreover, the completion of the Assouan Reservoir, and 
other works of public utility, has naturally affected the quantities 
of material brought into the country. Imports for the State 
Railways, also, were less in 1902 than during the previous year. 

In addition to the foregoing reasons, the cholera epidemic, 
while it lasted, caused a general depression in trade, and credit 
with the interior was temporarily suspended. 

When trade had resumed its normal course, it was already late 
in the year. Again, the whole of the month of Ramadan, during 
which trade operations are always more or less inactive, happened 
to fall in December; and, finally, in consequence of the strike at 
Marseilles, the arrivals of large quantities of goods were delayed. 

Notwithstanding these circumstances, and the further fact that 
there was one working-day less than usual, owing to the Bairam 
holiday, the value of imports during the month of December was 
over £E.80,000 in excess of the corresponding month of 1891. 

Lord .Cromer proceeds to indicate some of the most important 
variations in imports in 1902 compared with the previous year as to 
which reference should be made to the report itself. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES: 


SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that the undermentioned 
changes in the Customs Tariff of Sweden are 
in contemplation and that they will probably 
come into force on the lst January, 1904 :— 


Proposed 
Alteration of 
Duties on Copper. 








Tariff Rates of English 
Articles. Duty. Reutvalente. 
Copper and alloys of the same with zine, tin, Kron. ore £s. d. 
or other common metals, such as brass, 
bronze, German silver, Britannia metal, Sc. 
Sheet— 
Rolled... Kilog. 0 10/Cwt. 0 5 7 


Hammered, bent. (“ bockad » ‘curved 
“hag hupad ”), with turned-up edges, 
perforated or otherwise worked ...| 10% ad val. 10 % ad val. 

Bars, rolled, drawn, or hammered— 
Of round or square section, not other- 


wise worked ... ove Kilog. 0O 10/Cwt. 0 5 7% 
Shaped, of other than round or square 
section, not otherwise worked an - 0 35 2 ieee s 
Nails, over 25 mm. long, also bolts ons » 0 35 » ees 
Tubes, rolled, drawn, hammered, or cast— 
In straight lengths, not otherwise 
worked .. oe 0 15 0 8 6 
Ornamented, cut, or otherwise worked (Dutiable as (Dutiable as 


“ copper, worked, | ‘‘ copper, worked, 
other kinds”) other kinds ”) 














TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a copy 


... Of a Customs Circular (No. 6 of 1903) issued 
Refaunte of Duties by the Finance and Commerce Department of 


ie ermal the Government of India on the 13th February 
eg . last, notifying that refunds will be made in 


respect of a portion of the additional duties 
charged on Austro-Hungarian sugar shipped to British India 
between the lst August, 1901, and the 3lst July, 1902, inclusive. 
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The following is the text of the circular :— 

“The Governor-in-Council is pleased to direct that refunds shall 
be made of the difference, as stated below, between (a) the rates of 
additional duty actually charged under Notification No. 523 8.R., 
dated the Ist February, 1901 (Customs Circular No. 3 of 1901), on 
the different kinds of Austro-Hungarian sugar imported into 
India which were shipped from Austria-Hungary or from ports of 
other countries, from the Ist August, 1901, to the 31st July, 1902, 
inclusive, and (6) the rates now ascertained to be chargeable 
thereon after making allowance for the maximum bounty paid by 
the Austro-Hungarian Government. _ 

‘Such refunds will be made to the importers concerned, that is 
to say, to the person by whom the duty was originally paid, on 
application to the Collector of Customs to whom the duty was 
paid, evidence that the sugar was exported from Austria-Hungary 
during the period mentioned above, and evidence regarding the 
rate and amount of duty paid being furnished to the satisfaction of 
the Collector.” 





R vt f R Re Diff to b 
. ~ ates o ates now ifference to be 
Kinds of Sugar. | additional duty | ascertained to refunded. 


actually charged.| be chargeable. 























Per cwt. | Per cwt. Per cwt. 
R. a. p. | Ro. a p. | RK. a p. 
Sugar under 99°3 per cent. and | 
of at least 90 per cent.) | 
OS cS ETS TT NE ee eee 0 5 0 
Sugar of at least 99°3 per cent. | | 
polarisation ... nee site a x | 1 0 2 a i 
TRANSVAAL. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 25 of the “ Board of 
Date of Trade Journal ”’ for 2nd April, 1903, the Board 
eetiaiiem ial have now received a copy of a Proclamation 
P P Dut; (No. 4 of 1903) issued on the 4th March last 
ugar auues. py the Lieutenant-Governor of the Transvaal, 
notifying that, in accordance with the provisions of sections 1 and 
2 of the Customs Duty (Sugar) Suspension Ordinance No. 8 of 
1903, the special and ad valorem duties on sugar the produce of 
British South Africa, imported into the Transvaal, are suspended 
from and after 15th March, 1903, subject to the production of the 
necessary evidence, and to the regulations referred to in section 2 
of the said Ordinance. 























St ee 














Apr. 16; 1903.) THE BOARD OF ‘TRADE JOURNAL. 111 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian ‘“ Journal Officiel ” for the 30th March contains the 

; .g text of a Valuation Tariff* in use by the 
Valuation Tariff Siete. ttuah Peat +2 ally ape: 

for Paving Stone. USYPtian Customs authorities for the purpose 

‘ of assessing import duties on certain classes of 

paving stone. This Tariff, which was to come into operation on 


. the 1st April, and to remain in force until 31st March, 1904, is as 


follows to 





Articles. Valuation.7 





Naples paving stone, volcanic, per piece (8 pieces measuring} Tariff Piastres.{ 


1 square metre) ... cee oki ice abe éeb sod 9 
Trieste paving stone, per piece (2 pieces measuring 1 square 

metre) ... an sins ee re dad sen pot 16 
Naples flag-stones for pavements, volcanic, per piece (4 pieces 

measuring 1 square metre). ... ee ‘i ‘as bow 5 
Trieste flag-stones for pavements, per piece (2 pieces measuring 

1 square metre) ... we sia ont il one one 13 
Naples and Trieste curbstones for pavements, per linear 

metre ove ove ove ase eee cee ove ove 12 








Should the Customs discover that the measurement of the 
stones differs from the measurement given above by 10 per cent. 
or more, the regulation amount of duty will be levied on the 
difference. 

No allowance will be made for broken or damaged pieces. 


* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs and 
as to the conditions under which they remain in force, see “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” for the 19th March, pp. 589-90. 

+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

t 100 tariff piastres = £E 1 = 11. Os. 63d. 





FRANCE—REUNION. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of three French Presidential Decrees, dated the 23rd March, 
and published in the “Journal Officiel” for the 29th March, 


relative to the Customs régime of Réunion. 


The first of these Decrees amends the list of exceptions to the 


Tariff 
Modifications. 


General Customs Tariff of France applicable to 
imports into Réunion from foreign countries. 
The revised list will therefore read as follows :— 
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7” RANCE—REUN nrecninapeenane 
































See 
5 8% Description of Article. — | 
Age il 
I.—Animals, living. Frs. Cts. 
1 | Horses Each 30 00 
2 | Mules - 5 00 
| II.—Animal produce. 
17 | Salted meat other than pork ... --/100 kilogs.} 10 00 
gross wgt. 
| Ill.—Fishery produce. 
46 | Fish, salted or smoked, other than cod, stock-fish, 
herrings, mackerel, sardines, and anchovies .|100 kilogs.| 10 00 
gross wgt. 
VI.—Alimentary Jarinaceous substances. 
68 | Corn— 
In the form of grain ns eee ost — Free 
| -~ @ . flour ote one .| 100 kilogs. 5 650 
| gross wet. 
79 | Rice, whole, rice flour and grits ‘a 1 00 
80 | Other grain one ose pee 9 3 00 
VIII.—Articles of Colonial produce. 
109 | Tobacco, in leaves or stalks— 
For manufacturers... see an _ .| 100 kilogs. 2 50 
| For private individuals Prohijbited 
| Tobacco, manufactured— 
Cigars— 
For manufacturers , ..-| per 1,000 | 20 00 
For private individuals* +9 40 00 
Other— 
| For manufacturers .-.| 100 kilogs.| 400 00 
For private individuals* . - 800 00 
| 
| XI.— Wood. 
128 |Common wood— 
| Logs, rough, not squared, with or without the 
| bark, of any length ose “ .--| cub. met. 2 50 
Woods, of various species, squared or sawn ; - 2 50 
| Beams, 8 cm. in thickness and 24 cm, in width ...| 100 linear 6 00 
metres, 
(NoTE.—On larger sizes duty is levied in proportion.) 
XIV.— Various products and waste substances. 
170 | Hot-house and nursery plants and shrubs ... — Free 
XVI.— Marble, stone, earths, combustible 
materials, minerals, Jc. 
197 | Petroleum and schist oils, and other mineral oils for 
illuminating purposes .|100 kilogs.| 5 00 
gross wet. 
XVIII.— Chemical ee 
252 | Ammoniacal salts — Free 
270 | Nitrate of potash, transformed — Free 





* The quantity to be imported by private individuals is limited to 10 kilogs., net 


weight, of cigars, and 5 kilogs., net weight, of other tobacco, per annum. 
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FRANCE—REUNION—continwed. 








Ree 
a aR bind ~ Rate of 
c f E Description of Article. ) Unit. "Duty. 
S 
XXV.—Tissues, Frs. Cts. 
398 | Jute bags... ” _ eee "_ a poe — Free 
XXXIV.—Muanufactures of various materials. 
648 | Matches (chemical’, wooden and others... ..-| Box of 70 0 04 
matches 
or less. 
Wood prepared for matches ... see eae ...| UOkilogs.| 10 00 
gross wet. 




















The second Decree establishes a statistical tax to be levied on all 
goods imported into or exported from the 
island of Réunion, in the following propor- 
tions :— 


Creation of a 
Statistical Tax. 


Centimes. 

On goods in casks, cases, bags, or cther packing ... package 15 
On cattle, horses, mules, asses, goats, swine, and dogs, 

whether living or slaughtered.. ah oo. each 15 
On the following articles of export, viz., sugar, coffee, 

feculae, dried vegetables and potatoes 1,000 kilogs. 30 
On goods in bulk, or without packing, or dutiable by gross 

weight ... wan se vad ... 1,000 kilogs. 30 


The following are the principal provisions of the third Decree, 
which provides for the imposition of sanitar 
ay ol shipping, «c. rae the island of 
Réunion :— 

Art. 1.—The sanitary dues are— 

A.—Inspection dues on arrival, namely : 
1. Ships in the French coasting trade 
navigating from one sea to another ton 5 centimes 
2. Ships in the international coasting 

trade.. =" ibs i hid? 7 | ip +> 
Ships on ‘long voyages bl, aa) a 
. Ships running in a regular service 

from a European port to a port in 

the island ... ; Ms 
Ships coming from a foreign port to a 

port in the island, if the usual and 

total length of the journey does not | 

exceed 12 hours __... da SE Ss Sa 

Ships belonging to the two last classes may make agreements 
for periods of six months or a year. The terms will be calculated 


oo 


qr 


29 


- eo 
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FRANCE—REUNION—continued. 


on the basis of 50 centimes per ton per year whatever be the 
number of journeys. 


6. Steamers calling along the coast of 
the island to take up or leave pas- 
sengers 

Coming from a French port— 
For passengers embarked or dis- 


embarked... a oa, ... each 50 centimes 
For merchandise disembarked in 
quantities of at least three tons... ton 10 _,, 


Coming from a foreign port— 
For passengers embarked or dis- 
embarked... ine i ... each: 1 franc 
For merchandise disembarked in 
quantities of at least three tons... ton 15 centimes 
5B. —Berthing due payable by ships placed 


in quarantine—per ton and per day 


of quarantine iiss sais Beoog 
€.—Dues for detention in the sanitary 
stations and lazarettos—per day and 
per person ... ix ae Ist class 2 francs . 
ana’, <2 ;, 


Srd_ ,, 950 centimes 
D.—Disinfecting dues: 


1. Disinfection of dirty linen, used effects, 
ship’s bedding, and all other objects 
or baggage considered to be con- 
taminated—For each passenger dis- 
embarked ... _ wait Ist class 1 franc 
2nd ,, 90 -centimes 
we: on (80 in 
For each member of the crew (includ- 
ing the officers)... win ini ZO © 5 


2. Disinfection of merchandise: 
Disinfection performed on _ board 
ship—per ton admeasurement ... wt ns 
Merchandise disembarked for dis- 
infection— 
It packed ... .- 100 kilogs. 50 __,, 
Leather... -... 100 pieces 1 franc 
Small skins, not packed “ 90 centimes 


3. Disinfection of rags and paper-making 
rags... ‘i aa ... 100 kilogs. 50 _,, 
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FRANCE—REUNION—continued. 
4. Disinfection of the ship or part thereof 


contaminated : 
If for the whole ship... per ton 
admeasurement 2 centimes 
If for the part contaminated only _,, 1 centime 


The disinfection dues above enumerated in Sections 1, 2, and 4, 
may be reduced by one-half for ships which carry a doctor 
appointed or approved by the Government of the country to 
which the ship belongs and a disinfecting stove of which the 
safety and efficacy have been certified, if such vessel can prove 
that all disinfecting and sanitary measures have been carried out 
on board during the journey in conformity with the prescriptions 
of Article V. of the Decree of 31st March, 1897, promulgated on 
the 15th May following. 

All sanitary dues and any attendant charges are payable by the 
shipping company. 

Art, 2.—Ships in the French coasting trade and confining them- 
selves to one sea are exempted from inspection dues. 





ROUMANIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
Aboliti f of anew Roumanian Law, in French transla- 
— © tion, which was to come into force on the 
Octroi Taxes and Ist/14th April, providing for the abolition of 
substitution of all octroi dues in Roumania, both in the 
Excise Duties. urban and rural communes, and for the creation 
instead of a general communal fund derived from excise duties 
leviable on foreign and native produce. 

In place of the 134 octroi taxes which were formerly levied at 
the town or village barriers, 38 new duties have been imposed, 
and these will be levied by the Customs on articles arriving from 
abroad, and by employés of the State on local products and mant- . 
factures at the place of production. 

The payment of the new dues, which are in nearly every case 
inferior to the octroi hitherto levied, will always be accompanied 
by the presentation of a ticket showing that no further dues can 
be levied at any communal boundary ; the State has, moreover, in 
order to facilitate the effectual working of the new régime, organised 
the establishment of a system of State or authorised private bonded 
warehouses, or entrepdts, by means of which system the importer 
or producer will only be obliged to defray the accumulated State 
dues at the time of the sale of his goods. 

The following table shows the 38 classes of goods which are 
dutiable under the new ;végime, ‘and the rates of duty leviable 
thereon :— 
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ROU MAN | A—continued. 
No. Description of Article. Unit. ss 
| I'rs, Cte- 
‘er , and | |, . 
1 | Spirits of wine (alcohol)... _ ve on bap a 0 06 
2 | All other alcoholic preparations containing untaxed 
alcohol... kilog. 1 00 
3 | Spirituous essences - 2 50 
4 | Essential oils ... ; xa ha he ‘ 1 50 
5 | Oils called | “ érée.” “ylang,” “ilang-roza,” “* fleur 
d oranger’ * and “ neroles,” and all compound oils 
used for the manufacture of liqueurs - 10 00 
6 | Liqueurs containing untaxed alcohol - 1 60 
7|Beer... em rah 1 00 
8 | Beer yeast, compressed « or liquid ae ee n 0 30 
9 | Wine —.:. eee decalitre 0 60 
10 | Brandy containing untaxed wine kilog. 0 50 
11 | Vinegar made from untaxed wine and ‘vinegar 
made from alcohol and other products decalitre 0 30 
12 | Essences of vinegar made with acetate of lime and 
other products pee litre 0 75 
13 | * Zzuica” and other fruit alcohols up to 30 deg. oes decalitre 0 70 
6 Mert { | per degree and 1 
14 | “ T:wica” above 30 deg. ia i pot Tecalitre |¢ 2 08 
15 | Refined petroleum ... a kilog. 0 05 
16 | Mineral oils and cod liver oil | " 0 05 
17 | Sugar, refined, raw, and candy - 0 10 
18 | Glucose ... " 0 023 
19 | Sweetmeats of all kinds and of every description, 
pastry, biscuits, syrup, orange juice and other 
juices not specially mentioned, prepared with 
untaxed sugar or with alcohol be 0 50 
20 | Cual, coke, and briquettes manufactured ‘of un- 
taxed coal... eee coe ton 1 00 
21 | Tea sins sine kilog. 1 00 
22 | Coffee, roasted or not, of all kinds ; ‘coffee substi- 
tutes . - 0 30 
23 | Chicory (a coffee substitute)... - ove * 0 10 
24 | Lemons, oranges, tangerines, cedrats, pomegranates, 
carobs, figs of all kinds excepting those in —n 
common black grapes excepting those in boxes.. _ 0 C5 
25 | Olives, marinated or salted, in barrel . - 0 05 
26 | Olives, preserved otherwise than by marinating or 
salting, figs in boxes, raisins, currants, ‘pepper, 
almonds, sweet kernels, pistachio nuts, pine- 
apples and other Southern fruits ... 0 10 
27 | Dried mackerel (“tzi7i””), cod, herrings, marinated 
salmon, cuttlefish, sardines in barrel, Russian 
sardines, mussels and fresh oysters ‘i 0 10 
28 | Oysters and lobsters preserved, lobsters, shrimps, 
sardines in boxes, smoked salmon, caviar e 0 5 
29 | Olive oil and all other edible vegetable oils < 0 08 
30 | Cocoa in the bean ... a 0 08 
31 | Cocoa in powder, chocolate of all kinds containing 
untaxed cocoa - 0 20 
$2 | Rice... ia 0 04 
33 | Wheat and rye flour for bakers 100 kilogs. 0 75 
34 | Gluten, semolina, tapioca, sago - kilog. 0 05 
35 | Farinaceous pastes containing untaxed flour a 0 10 
36 | Stearic acid (stearin) and fatty acids - 0 12 
37 | Stearin candles containing untaxed stearin - 0 15 
38 | Mineral waters, natural or artificial... 0 O07 
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COLOMBIA. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
of a translation of a Colombian Decree, dated the 
Aiistesten of 9th February, providing that, in view of the 
Food Stuffs, scarcity of all articles of food, the following 
articles shall be admitted into the Republic free 
of duty for so long as may be judged necessary, viz. :—Sweet 
potatoes or yams, potatoes, onions, garlic, rice, maize, chick-peas, 
lentils, beans, sugar, wheat, flour, lard, butter, and all kinds of 
vegetables, provided that the said articles be imported in their 

natural state and without any preparation whatever. 


Temporary Free 








SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 
SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE. 


The Acting British Consul at Zaila, in a recent report to the 
Rates of Foreign Office, states that comparative rates by 
mma belle and by the Zaila-Harrar route are as 

port. foll aA? 

ollows: 

Freight from Aden to Harrar and vice versé is 25 rs. a camel 
load of 560 lbs. Camel hire from Zaila to Harrar is only 18 rs. a 
load. 

The trade of Zaila is entirely in the hands of Greek, Indian, 
Arab and Jew traders. The trade depends on Harrar, and nothing 
is produced in Zaila. . 

It should be noted that there is no Abyssinian merchant trading 
in Zaila; the Abyssinians trade with Jibouti. The chief traders 
are Indians, the smaller ones Arabs and Jews. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,948.) 


FRANCE—REUNION. 
On pp. 111-15 will be found a note of the principal provisions of a 
French Presidential Decree providing for we 
imposition of sanitary dues on shipping, &c., 
the Island of Réunion. 


NETHERLANDS. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Legation at the Hague, transmitting copies of 
a comparative statement, published in the 
‘‘Staatscourant” of the 20th March, of the 
Netherland mercantile marine on 3lst December, 1901, and 
31st December, 1902. 

From this statement it appears that there were on 31st December, 
1901, 652 ships of a total tonnage of 382,102 tons, and on 3lst 
December, 1902, 693 ships representing 407,309 tons. 

The number of ships for which Netherland sea-passports were 
issued for the first time in 1902 was :—Built in Holland :—65 with 





Sanitary Dues 
on Shipping. 





Mercantile 
Marine. 
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21,977 tons net capacity, and built abroad—19 with 48,151 tons 
net capacity. 

The statement of vessels cleared inwards during 1902 shows— 
with cargo, 9,465 steamships with 24,795,240 cubic metres 
capacity, and 778 sailing vessels with 715,400 cubic metres 
capacity: in ballast, 847° steamships with 1,342,029 cubic metres 
capacity, and 258 sailing vessels with 79,903 cubic metres capacity. 

The statement of vessels cleared outward in 1902 shows—with 
cargo, 7,149 steamships with 15,217,099 cubic metres capacity, 
and 8538 sailing vessels with 442,397 cubic metres capacity: in 
ballast, 3,118 steamships with 10,694,159 cubic metres capacity, 
and 197 sailing vessels with 302,783 cubic metres capacity. 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 

In his annual trade report for 1901 (Annual Series, 2,836, p. 11), 
Beitut: ‘Railway H.M. Consul-General at Beirut stated that the 
Co i tacicall scheme of uniting the port and town of Beirut 
mmunication with the railway station would be carried out 
ba aa ed with the railway station wou @ carried ou 
_ before long, and that some material for the 

purpose had already arrived. 

A despatch has now been received at the Foreign Office from the 
Consul-General reporting that the work was begun in July last 
and energetically carried on, so that the line was practically 
complete by the middle of January. It was then found, however, 
that an error had been made in the gauge, necessitating the 
relaying of the whole section after the paving of the quay, &c., had 
been completed. 

This blunder, which is said to have cost the contractor some 
1,200/., has now been rectified and the line was opened for traffic 
on 28th February, in the presence of the Governor-General and 
numerous Officials. 

The extension is about 1,800 metres long, from the existing 
station outside the town to the Custom-house where a new 
passenger station has been built and where the trains now start. 
It will greatly facilitate the transport both of passengers and 
goods not only for the Damascus railway but also for the Tramway 
Libanais which now runs along the shore northwards to a point 
beyond Jounieh, but may some day be extended to Batrun and 


even to Tripoli. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

In the annual report for the year 1902 of the Chamber of Com- 
—— a ma sg ey 7 ee it 7 verre : 
contract has been let for a dredge, to cost 

bag rere at 150,000 dols. (about 30,000/.), coat in course 
—- of construction, and which, when completed, 

will be used to widen the present channel of Pensacola Harbour to 
a width of 500 feet, and maintain its present depth of 33 feet. 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Middlesbrough 
Chamber of Commerce a statement, from which 
1 the following figures regarding the iron and 
rade of for th A ded 
Middlesbrough. steel trade of the port for the quarter ende 
31st March, 1903, are taken :— 

The imports of iron ore into Middlesbrough during the quarter 
ended 3lst March last, reached 314,216 tons as compared with 
303,921 tons during the previous quarter, and 231,227 tons during 
the first quarter of 1902. 

The shipments of pig-iron and manufactured iron and steel from 
Middlesbrough for the quarter ended 3lst March, compared with 
those for the corresponding period of 1902, have been as follow:— 


Iron and Steel 





Quarter ended 3lst March. 











1902, | 1903. 
| 
| 
Tons. | Tons. 
Pig-iron... 204,360 | 260,442 
| | 
Manufactured iron al ( 41,190 
steel sod i aes | 72,191 





Of the exports of pig-iron shown above, 133,836 tons were coast- 
wise shipments and 126,606 tons foreign shipments in 1903, as 
against 122,786 tons and 81,574 tons respectively in 1902. 

The estimated output of pig-iron at furnaces within the port of 
Middlesbrough during the quarter under review is shown in the 
following table. Comparative figures are added :— 








Quarter ended | Quarter ended | Quarter ended 
































—— 3lst March, |3lst December,! 31st March, 
1902, 1902. 1903. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Cleveland pig-iron ... al 300,000 310,000 325,000 
Hematite, spiegel, basic, &c. 190,000 185,000 | 180,000 
Total Tons| 490,000 495,000 | 505,000 
AUSTRALIA. 


A supplement to the “Government Gazette ” of Western Australia, 


Output of 
Minerals (other 
than Gold) in 
Western 
Australia. 


dated the 6th March last, contains statistics of 


the output of minerals (other than gold) in 
that State in 1901 and 1902, from which the 
follcwing table is compiled :—- 
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1901. | 1902. 

Minerals, | 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 

| 

| Tons. £ | Tons. x 

Black tin ... re 734 40,000 | 620 39,788 
Copper orc... wal 9,960 69,900 | 2,262 8,090 
Ironstone ... | 20,569 13,246 4,800 2,040 
Coal... ss ...| 117,836 68,561 || 140,884 86,188 
Limestone ... | ——s«:18,210 4,348 | 5,080 1,340 

| 1 

TRANSVAAL. 


The Board of Trade have received from Mr. John Buchan, Secretary 
to Lord Milner, a copy of the Transvaal Mining 


Bo yeh ome, a Statistics for the month of January last, from 
Wawasan ane which the following table, showing the monthly 


output of gold, coal, silver and diamonds in 
that Colony from July, 1902, to January, 1903, has been prepared :— 











| 

— Gold. | Coal.* | Silver, | Diamonds. 
it oh | 

1902, Ozs. £ Tons. £ Ozs. £ | Carats. & 
July ... ...| 152,140 | 646,252 | 148,875 | 60,033 |17,735 | 1,932 | 26°50 75 
August ...| 162,358 | 689,654 | 150,124 | 59,956 | 19,284 | 2,078 | 73:50| 186 
September ...| 174,041 | 739,276 | 146,005 | 58.944 | 20,358 | 2,157 |155°00 | 425 
October ...| 185,115 | 786,317 | 158,487 | 63,633 | 21,764 | 2,303 |103-25 | 318 
November...| 189,194 | 803,638 | 156,170 | 61,928 | 21,347 | 2,256 |114-75 | 370 
December ....| 195,151 | 828,945 | 167,076 | 65,938 | 22,085 | 2,299 |286-25 | 609 

1903. 
January ...| 201,155 | 854,449 (171,499 68,311 | 23,789 | 2,472 | 718°50 | 1,279 

| 


























According to the monthly analysis of gold production in the 
Transvaal, issued by the ‘Transvaal Chamber of Mines, the pro- 
duction of gold in February last was 196,514 ozs., valued at 
834,739. 


* The figures given show the quantity and value of coal sold. — 


GREECE. 


H.M. Consul at Volo, in his recent report, states that chrome 
ore and “ verde-antico” marble are extracted 
in Thessaly, the latter by a British company. 
The chrome ore is worked and exported, 
principally in British bottoms, by the Greek owners of the pro- 
perty on which it is found, and considerable and increasing con- 
signments are annually shipped to the United Kingdom, the 
Continent and America. The quality of this Thessalian ore is 
such as to render it particularly useful to constructors of certain 
classes of ovens and furnaces, who employ it for backing and 
lining their productions. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,947.) 





Chrome Ore in 
Thessaly. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The “ Bulletin ” of the American Iron and Steel Association for 
pete ar 10th March contains a report on the production 
ean “ana of Bessemer steel and of steel rails in the 

i United States in 1902, from which the following 
ngots and Steel oes Mihi Silietn 6... 

Rails in 1902 particulars have been taken : : 

, The total production of Bessemer steel ingots 
and castings in 1902 was 9.306,471 tons, against 8,713,302 tons in 
1901, an increase of 593,169 tons, or 6°8 per cent. ‘The increase 
in 1901 over 1900 amounted to 2,028,532 tons, or over 30 per 
cent. The production of 1902 was the largest hitherto recorded. 

The production of all kinds of Bessemer steel rails by the pro- 
ducers of Bessemer steel ingots in 1902 was 2,876,293 tons, 
against a similar production in 1901 of 2,836,273 tons, in 1900 of 
2,361,921 tons, and in 1899 of 2,240,767 tons. The maximum 
production of Bessemer steel rails by the producers of Bessemer 
steel ingots was reached in 1902, but the increase in that year 
over 1901 amounted to only 40,020 tons, or 1°4 per cent. As 
compared with 1887, 15 years ago, the increase in 1902 in the 
production of Bessemer rails amounted to only 831,474 tons, or 
4) per cent., while during the same period the increase in the 
production of Bessemer ingots amounted to 6,370,438 tons, or 
almost 217 per cent. 

At the request of the manufacturers, the production of rails 
weighing 45 lbs. and less than 85 lbs. to the yard, was separated 
in 1897 for the first time from those weighing less than 45 lbs. 
and over 85 lbs. to the yard. This separation is continued for 
1902, as follows, Bessemer rails made from purchased ingots or 
from re-rolled rails not being included :— 














State. Under 45 Ibs. | 2° p08 and 85 ae | Seah 

Tons, Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Pennsylvania ...| —«5 3,964 766,567 327,894 1,148,425 
Other States | 173,104 1,237,496 317,268 1,727,868 
Totals for 1902 ...| 227,068 2,004,063 645,162 2,876,293 
Totals for 1901 ...) 140,214 2.202.237 493,822 2'836,273 
Totals for 1900 ...| ‘154,796 1,605,067 602,058 2,361,921 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The “ Indian Textile Journal” for the 16th March states that 


according to the latest official returns the total 
Cofton Tnaports imports of cotton into the City of Bombay for 


unto Hombay. the calendar year 1902 were as follows :— 
Cwt. 
By rail __... sah a ...  68,19,540 


97 BCH ae sas se a“ 7,24,225 





79,483,765 
This means a total of 10,76,822 candies, or 21,53, 644 bales. So 
far the receipts were considerably better than those of 1900 ,, Which 
recorded only 34,96,751 cwt., or 4,99,393 candies. The increase 
over 1901 comes only to 96,000 cwt. Of the receipts by rail, by 
far the largest arrived from the following places :— 


Cwt. 
United provinces... roe ..  10,62,161 
Bombay Presidency on em be 
Berar son a ie «ee 81 055 


But with a view to give a clearer idea of the receipts from the 
three sources, it may be useful to give the statistics for the 
triennial period : ~~ 





| | | 
—_ | 1900, | 1901. 1902, 





me Ri | | 
| | 
Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. 


Bombay Presidency 8,39,854 | 24,40,806 21,17,655 
Berar... 6,18,859 | 23,65,198 17,81,035 





} 

United provinces ...  ... —... a 4,41,031 | 6,07,875 10,62,161 
| 
| 





It will be thus seen that while there was a great increase, equal 
to 74 per cent. in the receipts of Bengal cottcn during 1902, com- 
pared with those of the year preceding, there was a material 
diminution in those from both the Bombay Presidency and the 
Berars. The cotton from the different districts of the Bombay 
Presidency declined 15 per cent. and that from the Berars 
33 per cent. 

Coming to the raw staple imports from sea, it is found that the 
figures for the triennial period are as follows :— 











—— 1900. 1901. 1902. 

Cwt. Cwt. Cwt. 
Sind . 67,905 1,02,343 1,90,353 
Non-B ritish ports in n India 2,87,259 3,62,255 4,39,414 
Foreign ports . 6,82,939 554,727 7,24,225 
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From all the three places the receipts have been larger in 1902 
compared with 1901. The imports Foin foreign ports, of course, 
are chiefly American and Egyptian. 

The total imports into Calcutta by sea are insignificant, while 
those by rail come to 6,25,441 cwt., of which 4,31,083 were 
from the United Provinces. . The total by sea and rail equals 
6,90,018 cwt., which is about one-eleventh of the Bombay total. 





AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the llth April were 
as follow :— 
Wheat ... bale wes .. 208 Ad. 
Barley ... nes eee .. 21s. 10d. 





Oats... pee hes we ae § 
For further particulars see p. 132. . 
GREECE. 


In his report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2,947) on the 
trade and agriculture of Thessaly in 1902, 


a agg H.M. Consul at Volo includes a statement 
Thessaly. giving full information respecting the areas 


sown to different crops in Thessaly during 
1902, together with comparative tables for 1901 and 1902, showing 
the quantities and values of the principal crops harvested. 

H.M. Consul also appends to his report returns showing the 
number and distribution of the agricultural population, animals 
employed for tillage purposes, &., and wooden and iron ploughs 
in use. 


— 





ITALY. 


In a recent report to his Government, the United States Consul at 
Catania states that the citrus-fruit industry of 
Italy has been for a long time in a deplorable 
condition. During the last few years it has 
been getting worse; lemons that a few seasons past commanded 
15 lire (12s.) per thousand on the trees are now hard to market at 
3 lire (2s. 5d.) Three mass meetings have been held, at one of 
which it is estimated that over 50,000 people were present, and 
the Government has been asked to obtain favourable treatment of 
‘citrus products in new commercial conventions; to see that 


Citrus-fruit 
Crisis. 
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Customs exemption in Austria-Hungary be retained; and that 
better Tariff rates be obtained in the United States and in Russia. 
New and modern lines of navigation, especially to Australia, are 
requested, and lower freight rates by sea and rail. Other facilities 
desired are the abolition of the octroi tax on fruit, the passing of a 
law on agrarian credit, and aid in the constitution of a large local 
syndicate for the production and exportation of citrus fruits and 
products thereof. 

A writer of a recent newspaper article criticises the system of 
selling the fruit by auction and urges the establishment of the old 
method of private contracts between representatives and buyers. 

The lemon juice and essence trade has also been the subject of 
much discussion. The average annual production of the former 
varies from 12,000 to 13,000 pipes, and of the latter from 1,400,000 to 
1,600,000 pounds, of which the province of Catania produces seven- 
twentieths, Palermo five-twentieths, Messina four-twentieths, Syra- 
cuse one-twentieth, and Calabria three-twentieths. It is proposed 
to form a monopoly of this industry, which, it is said, could be 
done with a capital of 5,000,000 lire (200,000/.). While the 
consular district of Catania produces 40 per cent. of the whole, 
none is exported directly; it all goes to Messina, where it is 
subjected to certain processes before being finally exported. 

Another writer demands that the mixing of aqua fortis with 
essence, or spirit of lemon, be prohibited. He claims that this 
drug, which costs but a few pence a quart, has reduced the price of 
essence to 1°20 lire (114d. per lb.), while the pure essence is worth 
four or five times as much. 

The following table gives the latest statistics of the citrus-fruit 
industry of Italy :— 











Province. Area. Trees. 
Hectares. Acres. Number. 

Reggio Calabria _ o. one — 7,948 19,639°5 3,178,212 
Messina ... — oes a see eee 5,795 14,319°4 1,318,055 
Palermo .. isis one dee - est 9,463 23,343 3,785,500 
Catania ... ive ane ion i -| 65,772 14,262°6 #,309,020 
Syracuse... "e is “se - ons 2,530 6,251°6 1,012,319 
Caltanisetta ae) Heil 266 657°3 106,519 
Girgenti ... 479 1,183°6 191,828 
Trapani ... 1,236 3,054°1 493,728 
Foggia .. 540 1,334°3 337,608 
Caserta ... 532 1,314°5 352,758 
Naples ... 620 1,532 387,896 
Salerno ... 1,566 3,869°5 978,895 
Cosenza ... 247 610°3 154,821 
Catanzaro 887 2,191°7 335,089 
Cagliari ... , 357 882°1 224,467 
Porto Maurizio... 129 318°7 200,253 
Genoa 363 896°9 372,939 

Total 38,730 96,701°1 16,739,907 
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ARGENTINA. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 58 of last week’s issue 
of the ‘“ Board of Trade Journal,” respecting a 


Development of sample of Caseine which has been received at 


we ra the Board of Trade from H.M. Consul at Buenos 
| ‘a Seecdiinn ° Aires, it may be noted that in his despatch, 


dated 12th March, forwarding the sample, the. 
Consul stated that the manufacture of Caseine had only just begun 
in Argentina, but that it was bound to make rapid strides as the 
manufacture of butter has advanced enormously during the past 
few years. During the last four years (1899-1902), the exports of 
butter from Argentina have been 226, 1,170, 1,512 and 4,125 tons 
respectively. 

With a later despatch, dated 19th March, H.M. Consul forwards 
three further samples of Caseine which may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) The prices quoted 
for these samples are :— 

oo ne seme } 311. per ton in Liverpool. 
No. 5,00 ground $21. per ton in Liverpool. 

The Consul adds that he lately paid a visit to a newly built 
factory at Dos Hermanos, Tandil, which had only been working a 
few days. It is estimated that from October to January about 
two tons of Caseine can be produced per day from this factory. 

The factory is built on an “ Estancia” of 26,000 acres, where 
there are 4,000 cows in milk as arule, and the number is constantly 
increasing. ‘There is under the same roof a creamery with five 
separators, driven by steam. The cream is sent to a butter 
factory and the skim milk is run into a cistern to be made into 
Caseine. 





JAPAN. 
According to the ‘‘ Japan Weekly Mail” of 7th March, the actual 
yield of rice in Japan for 1902 has now been 


Rice Cropin = Gefinitely ascertained and is indicated in the 














Tons. following table :— 

Year. | Yield. 

KoKku., 
1893 one ~— Sus an ie one _— eal 37,267,418 
Oe SE aa Reaper a oan eee 
SONA ah gh 
1896 son abe ACY nes sos inn eon eel 36,240,361 
1897 poe ihe ee wal dis ‘ite iia ull 33,039,290 
OR een pee Tce Oe ae a eg eee ee 
a he gr EI a OU dn. «de 
1900 not _ ie po a ne eee ooo! 41,466,734 
RAD seen econ tree ie Se 
1902 oe one ret ae oes ome “a 36,999,348 


Average vear ot me ‘a eo ond ine Be. 4M RAK 217 
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The figure for the average year is obtained by taking the seven- 
year period 1895-1901, and omitting the exceptional years, 1898 
and 1897. It will be observed that last year’s crop was 9,915,585 
koku below the crop of 1901, namely, a decrease of 21°1 per cent., 
and that it was 3, 896,859 koku, or 9°4 per cent., below the average. 


Koku = 4°96 bushels. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
: during the week ended the 9th April was 
Cotton Statistics. 80,629 and the number imported during the 
15 weeks ended the 9th April was 1,595,244. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 9th 
April, 8,665 bales, and for the 15 weeks, 144,715. 
For further details see p. 132. 


The number of aliens arriving at ports in the United Kingdom 
Alien during March, 1905, was 23,557 and during 
Sentinal’ the three months ended March, 43,793. De- 
meus tailed statistics of alien immigration will be 

found on p. 133. 

The. total number of receiving orders gazetted in England and 
aioieent Wales during the month of March last was 
Saale °y 415, as compared with 358 during March, 

istics. 1902. 


For detailed particulars see pp. 134-5. 


The values of the total quantity of fish returned as landed on 
Fishery Statistics the coasts of the British Isles during the month 
ty * of March, 1903, were as follow :— 


£ 
English and Welsh Coasts ... eibicialees 525,813 
Scotch Coasts ~~ sl _ ros 141,698 
Irish Coasts ... se 10,383 


Detailed statistics showing the kinds of fish landed, and giving 
particulars for the three months ended March, will be found 
for England and Wales on p. 136, for Scotland on p. 137, and 


for Ireland on p. 138. 





AUSTRALIA. 


A copy of the Customs Statistics for the State of Queensland has 
eat Gieeme- been received from the Collector of Customs 
at Brisbane, giving preliminary trade returns 


ai th FOS. (including Inter-State commerce) for the year 
1902, as compared with the previous year. The following is a 
summarised statement from the return in question :— 





4y) 














4y)> 
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Miscellaneous. 
—— 1901. 1902. 
£ £ 
Total value of imports* ... one obe son -«| 6,070,706 7,211,985 
- - exports* ... ant one oe ...| 8,611,044 8,845.977 
Principal exports— 
Gold see oo ~~ - one bes ee-| 2,544,959 2,704,360 
Hides and skins ... one ~ ne an sin 419,331 600,562 
Meat, preserved and frozen ... pom oe .--| 1,290,351 1,523,302 
Pear! shell and béche-de-mer .... igs con del 119,792 147,229 
Sugar ot ot nae nes Soe Ww oe 756,150 934,467 
Tallow... ons on a — oa oes 213,227 214,188 
Tin... die oe oes Jive ved a bet 114,111 131,498 
Wool vind eve ove bei wet ios ...| 2,109,068 1,284,214 
Green fruit én ae “i tee will 4c 101,535 119,521 
* Excluding live-stock borderwise, but including gold coin, as follows :— 
1901. 1902. 
Imports... a and i si .-- £218,800 ... £308,000 
Exports... ons ope one eee eee 39,258 ... 207,295 





RUSSIA. 
In arecent despatch to the Foreign Office, H.M. Ambassador at 
ediniatiant tn St. Petersburg forwards the following transla- 
Recsver Date en tion of an extract from the “ Birjeviya Viedo- 
Ten. Insported mosti ” of 13th/26th March last :-— 

“The Russo-Chinese Bank has_ received 
at Batoum mene , , ang’ 
Su. Dentin. permission to import tea in transit for Persia 

vid Batoum, Tiflis, Djulfa, and Batoum, Baku, 
Krasnovodsk, Askhabad or Dushak, provided security is paid 
on such at. the Custom-house of entry equal to the amount of 
duties under the General Tariff for European goods, the security 
being only returned when the Batoum Custom-house has received 
a certificate from the Custom-house of Export that the tea has 
really been exported to Persia.” 


GERMANY. 
The United States Consul-General at Frankfort reports under date 
Senutiibine of of 6th March, that under the heading “‘ A new 
, German industry,” German papers state that 

Quartz Glass. the manufacture of quartz glass is rapidly 
developing in that country. 

Quartz glass consists essentially of melted quartz, which is made 
into tubes and other articles. It is perfectly translucent. The 
initial experiments in the manufacture of the new glass were made 
in England, but a firm at Hanau, a few miles from Frankfort, was 
the first to place quartz glass apparatus upon the market. 

The manufacture of quartz glass is yet in its infancy, but has 
already shown symptoms of vigorous growth. Everybody who 





knows the properties of quartz glass admits that it will soon 


replace ordinary glass for many uses. It is only a comparatively 
short time since German manufacturers revolutionised the manu- 
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facture of optical glasses and obtained a monopoly of this 
important industry, and there is reason to believe that this will 
be repeated with quartz glass. 

If quartz glass can be produced at a moderate price—and this 
seems to be quite possible where electric force can be cheaply 
obtained from water power—it will no doubt be largely employed, 
especially in the chemical and electrical industries. 


FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


The following particulars relative to the production of and trade 
in wax in Madagascar are taken from a report 


Was 1 ag by the Governor-General of the island 
a published in “ La Quinzaine Coloniale ” of 10th 
March. 

Madagascar is included amongst the wax-producing countries 
of the world and its produce has always been appreciated on 
European markets. Up to the present, however, no colonists have 
taken up this industry seriously in spite of its offering good 
prospects of remunerative returns. 

There is no doubt, says the Governor-General, that bee-keeping, 
either alone or in connection with agricultural work, could be 
carried on extensively in Madagascar with good chances of success. 
Bees abound in the forest regions which run from north to south 
parallel to the coast. 

The exports of wax in 1901 amounted to 262,928 kilos., valued 
at 649,730 francs (25,989/.), as against 217,918 kilos., valued at 
507,800 francs (20,3121.), during the preceding year. 

The chief exporting centres are Tamatave, Mananjary, Vato- 
mandry, Farafangana, Majunga, Analalava, Diego-Suarez, Vohémar 
and Maroantsetra. Rafia, gum, copal and rubber are also collected 
by the natives at the same time. 

The average price of the wax (per 100 kilos.) at the ports of 
shipment is as follows :— 








Port of shipment. Price in francs. 
Tamatave ... sie ind — wie 250 
Majunga ... a“ _ -_ -_ 200 
Vohémar ... vile oa al dad 200 
Fort-Dauphin _... nen ne sae 200 
Mananjary deed sina sien ms 250 
Maroantsetra as iad a ... 145 to 160 

COREA. 


A despatch dated 5th February has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Minister at Seoul, forwarding 
copy of a statement furnished by the Chief 
Commissioner of Customs, showing the net 
amount of duty collected at the eight open 


Customs Revenue 
of the Treaty 
Ports in 1902. 


purts of Corea during the past five years, from which the following 
table has been prepared :— 
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Miscellaneous. 
Year. Import. Export. Total. 
Yen. a Yen. £ | Yen. £ 
1898 — _ 740,421 | 74,812 237,733 | 24,021 978,154 | 98,833 
1899 Saal .--1 654,979 | 65,497 227,457 | 22,746 882,436 | 88,243 
1900 7 be 688,807 | 68,881 384,520 | 38,452 || 1,073,327 | 107,333 
1901 ss ane |: 912,275.] 93,126 | 887,183 | 39,525 |] 1,299,458 | 132,651 
1902 oti an 813,621 | 83,056 354,972 | 36,235 || 1,168,593 | 119,291 
Total for 5 years ...| 3.810,103 | 385,372 | 1,591,865 | 160,979 || 5,401,968 | 546,351 
Average for 5 years 762,020 | 77,074 318,373 | 32,196 || 1,080,393 | 109,270 


























In his despatch H.M. Minister states that although the receipts 
for 1902 show a slight decrease as compared with the record year 
1901, they are nevertheless extremely . satisfactory, proving the 
vitality of the trade in face of the worst harvest—that of 1901— 
reaped for a number of years. With the single exception of 1901, 
the figures are the highest yet reached, being 10,021. above the 
average for the past five years. The foreign trade of Corea is 
undergoing steady expansion and its future prospects are pro- 
mising. 

In spite of the temporary falling-off in the receipts at Chemulpo, 
trade and enterprise at that port are increasing. As in 1899 the 
returns showed a decrease only to reach a higher point the followin 
year, so it is confidently anticipated that the year 1903 will make 
up for its predecessor. Japanese are arriving by every steamer 
with the intention of remaining; the Corean population in the 
vicinity of the foreign settlement has largely increased of late 
years, and a movement for shipping Corean coolies to Hawaii has 
been started, the first batch having gone in December last. The 
Russian steamship agency at Chemulpo is showing activity and 
there is now a Russian steamer which sails at regular intervals 
direct to Shanghai. | 

The progress‘of Chinnampo is steady. Its position as the port 
of Ping Yang and the outlet of the districts in which the principal 
foreign gold mining concessions are situated, makes its future 
assured. 

Mokpo is still suffering from the over-sanguine anticipations 
which were entertained at the time of its opening, but is also 
growing. 

Kunsan is a port of great promise owing to its favourable 
situation near the principal agricultural districts of Corea. The 

figures show a large proportionate increase each year in the duties 
collected. 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Manchester—A meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 8th April, Mr. 
William Fogg (President) occupying the chair. 

A minute of the India, China and Colonial Committee set forth 
its views upon correspondence which has passed between the 
Cutlers’ Company of Sheffield and the India Office upon a proposal 
of the former body that specific statutory protection should be 
provided for trade marks in India, involving their separate registra- 
tion in that country. The Committee passed a resolution to the 
effect that the Indian Merchandise Marks Act, 1889, already 
affords adequate protection to proprietors of trade marks, and this 
proceeding was approved by the Board. 

Representations were recently made to the Governor of Sierra 
Leone as to the practical impossibility of complying with the terms 
of a Sierra Leone Customs Order requiring the production of 
original sellers’ invoices, showing the value—at the places where 
they were bought—of goods imported into the Colony. In his 
reply, the Governor undertakes to defer action until the Manchester 
Chamber has had the opportunity of further expressing its views. 

Other matters under consideration were the St. Louis Exhibition : 
The new Austrian and Russian Customs Tariffs: Indian Customs 
Service: Lagos Trade Marks and Designs Ordinances: Poisons 
for Agricultural and Horticultural Purposes, &c., &c. 


Oldham.—An ordinary meeting of the Oldham Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 6th April, Mr. J. E. Newton presiding. 
The first question alluded to was the education scheme placed 
before the Town Council on 25th March last, and referred to the 
Technical Education Committee for further consideration. The 
Education Committee of the Chamber had held a special meeting 
in the week previous and sent in a protest against the scheme to 
the Town Council. The Council of the Chamber confirmed this 
action of the committee. 

The question of receiving and paying secret commissions was 
also discussed, and referred to the Law Committee of the Chamber. 


Birmingham.—The annual meeting of the Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 6th April with the Right Hon. 
Jesse Collings, M.P. (President), in the chair. 

The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the report, con- 

ratulated the Chamber on its increased membership. He advocated 
the establishment of a Ministry of Commerce and urged British 
manufacturers to use their best efforts to combat foreign competi- 


tion. 
A special meeting followed at which the proposal to incorporate 


the Chamber was approved. 

Nottingham—A meeting of the Council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on 6th April, under the presidency 
of the Chairman (Colonel J. Wright). 
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Reports of British Chambers of Commerce. 





A memorial was sent to Sir Albert Rollit, regarding the County 
Courts’ Jurisdiction Bill, praying that the limit should be extended 
to 5001. 

Other matters referred to were Foreign Tariffs and Russian 
Stamp Dues. 


Walsall.—At a meeting of the Council of the Walsall and district 
Chamber of Commerce held on the 6th April, it was reported that 
the mixed rate given by the railway company to saddlers’ iron- 
mongers was finally settled. 

It was mentioned with regard to the question of standardisation 
in the engineering trade that Mr. A. W. Hutton had been appointed 
as the representative of the English tube trade on a new committee 
which has been formed to deal with the question of screw threads. 

Votes of thanks were passed to retiring officers and Mr. J. A. 
Leckie was elected president. 


Wolverhampton. At a meeting of the Council of the Wolver- 
hampton Chamber of Commerce held on the 6th April, a resolution 
was passed expressing approval of the proposal for a treaty for the 
adjustment of differences between Great Britain and France, on 
the Congo, by a joint commission. 

It was decided to put upon the agenda of the forthcoming 
Congress of Chambers at Montreal, a resolution asking that, as 
Great Britain does not impose a tax upon travellers representing 
colonial houses, commercial travellers representing British houses 
should be freed from the impost of licenses for travelling in the 
colonies. 

It was decided that the Chamber should be incorporated. 


Newcastle and Gateshead.—The monthly meeting of the New- 
castle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce was held recently, 
Mr. W. 8S. Daglish presiding. 

The annual report for 1902 was considered by the Council, and 
ordered to be printed and circulated among the members. 

The secretary reported that at the request of several traders he 
had approached the Postmaster-General in regard to the surcharges 
recently imposed upon consignment notes, invoices, way bills, and 
bills of lading, and that the Postmaster-General was considering 
the advisability of amending the present regulations so as to meet 
the objections urged against them by the commercial community. 

A communication was read from the Traders in Poisonous Com- 
pounds Protection Society, asking the support of the Chamber in 
regard to their action for the extension of the Pharmacy Act so 
that duly recognised agricultural agents may retail poisonous 
compounds, where these are for agricultural purposes, under proper 
restrictions. The Chamber agreed to support their application. 





B2 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 15 Weeks ended 9th April, 1903. 



































Week ended | }° Weeks |! week ended} 15 weeks 
ernst 9th April ended | gth April, | ,,°@¢%. 
1903. 9th April, 1903, | 2th April, 
. 1903. ; 1903. 
| 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) ( Bales.) 
. : No. No. No. No. 
American... ov «| -—- 67,741 ‘| :1,299,147 41,514 67,964 
Brazilian ose ewe hes — 65,820 594 11,442 
k's aie <n 1,990 22,598 700 9,700 
SE gat ae 9,206 194,634 2,347 52,597 
Miscellaneous eee oe 1,692 13,045 510 3,012 
Total... pee toe 80,629 1,595,244 | 8,665 144,715 














Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 11th April, 1903, and 
vorresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 

Returns Act, 1882. 





———————_ _-__ 


Average Price. 














Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

" a" s d. a ' 6. 

Week ended 11th April, 1903 wee sf 26°. 4: | BE: 20 w: 2 
Corresponding week in— 

ah S, ik. tele ae. ee 23 «6 14 0 

ia lee ae . a ee! ee oor a 16 3 

a fe a ee ne ee eo .2 

a ae eee anmeree ee 16 10 

és: oe. we. me sal ne oe 24 «5 17 8 

in a” ae a” ln ae 2S oe 18 1 

BE lode. <i iebed? debbie iew: edd ed  o B  B: 4 21 0 











* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperiai 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Alien Immigration—March. 


tement showing the Numkter of Aliens that Arrived from the Continent dt Portst in the United 
Kingdom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 1903, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Alien Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 









































































































































Hamburg, Rotterdam, yo ce mag Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Asendal ron Libau. Dieppe. Continental Total. 
J 
oi Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. | ¢) icstiansand. Ports. 
1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902, | 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902, 
Month ended 3lst March. 
s not described in the , , 
dlien Lists as en route l 
ip places out of the United 
Kingdom :* 2 
Arrivedat London ... | 1,261) 1,074; 655; 507 162 130} 305; 309)... ene 150 153] 2,533; 2,173 
i Grimsby 508} 390! 28; 104 9 eee 7 hie ai 39 40} 584) 536 
se Hull... in 139 64) 84 41 1}1 75 3 1] coe eee 129 135 466 326 
* Tyne Ports... 17 40) 31 36 189 116)... on om oe 260 245 497 439 
a Leith am 20 58, 98 §6| _... ae sai ia oat 38 60 156 211 
a Newhaven ... oot a - an i aa 1,560} 1,502 ia 1,560] 1,502 
a Other ports 21 16; 52 53 75 ee me sae 1,143 721} 1,991} 854 
Total ... 1,966 1,642 948 827 546 393 308 321; 1,560] 1,502} 1,761} 1,354] 47,089] 46,039 
described in the | 
ien Lists as en route 
F are out of the United | 
i om: 
Arrived at Grimsby ... 434 7, 1,842) 1,281; 1,084) 1,003 one ond a eee 362 325} 3,722] 2,616 
- Harwich .., eos a oa vii on ae sad ‘ oe ot 1,733} 1,586} 1,7337 1,586 
” Hull... eee 138 107) 811 486; 4,199) 2,7 086 674 e ove 3,462; 2,904) 9,196] 6,875 
” Other ports she 2 272 384 275 9B} ane « 1,270} 1,015; 1,817] 1,499 
ae 572 116 2,925, 2,151| 5,558} 3,805} 586 674 6,827} 5,830} 16,468]° 12,576 
= arrived vn 1,758) 3079 : 2,978| 6,104 4,198 894; 995; 1,560] 1,502) 8,588} 7,184) $23,557| 218,615 
Three Months ended 3lst March. 
: | a 50 i | yess 
not described in the | | | 
aien Lists as en route | | 
places out of the United 
Aingdom :* | | 
Total No... ... | 5,459, 4,073, 2,648] 2,110) 1,320] 1,345) 1,094) 895) 3,222) 3,032) 3,699 3,113) $17,442) 214,568 
ls described. in the | | | | 
in Lists as en route | | 
places out of the United 
ngdom : 
Total No.... 954 283; 4,899 3,772) 7,386} 5,041; 1,156 776 11,956, 10,504) 26,351) 20,376 
of Aliens arrived , 6,413 4,356 | 7,547 5,882) 8,706 6,386, 2,250; 1,671) 3,222) 3,032 15,655 13,617|+ 43,793)+ 34,944 
| , 
































* The distinction made in this Return between * Aliens not described in the Alien Lists as en route to places out of the United 
om,” and * Aliens described in the Alien Lists as en route, &c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable to record this 
But it is not thereby implied that the ‘* Aliens not described in the Alien Lists as en route, §c.,” come to this country for 
ent, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental 
ureturn to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 183, Sess. 1902, and Monthly Emigration 


}The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Blyth, Bristol, Cardiff, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, 
wiaven, Newport, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hart.epool. The lists received from Dover, 
estone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers znd persons who. after landing, proceed by train as third- 
passengers. 

|, } The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out of the 
ed Kingdom in the month of March, 1903, was 1,325, and 1,334 in the same month of 1902; in the three months ended March, 1903, the 
aber was 3,251, and in the same months of )902 the number was 3,624. 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 





Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the 


under-mentioned 


Periods and in the wunder-mentioned Principal Trades and 





























Occupations. 
wor, | Tas Me 
1903, 1902. 19038, 1902. 

No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted we aig aa Oo ee a 358 1,123 | 1,068 

| 

Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| 

tions :-— 

a ee ae oe a 87 74 
Grocers, &c. ... _ ow _ one ut ae 19 81 64 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c.... coe a 7 21 74 76 
Farmers eco * «one ove oe ove o-| 18 25 42 61 
Bakers ene Eee 9 38 31 
Decorators, painters, plumbers,éc, ... «| 10 4 31 29 
a ee eee eee eee 10 9 30 34 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. a en ox 8 30 21 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. .. «. .../ 10 8 30 29 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers on 10 | 27 23 
Sein wa «le ie 6 8 24 18 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... an = 3 23 9 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. 0... 0 ase ae 8 7 18 17 
Confectioners a a a 3 5 16 10 
Solicitors... ove eee ove eve 7 6 15 8 
Tobacconists, &c. ... eee ose eee ne 9 1 15 8 
Auctioneers oe soe ove one oe 7 2 15 10 
Carpenters and joiners... oe _ ove 6 3 13 10 
Furniture dealers and makers... sce oo 6 6 13 13 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eco ne 8 3 13 4 
Clothiers, outfitters, dc. ... ove nee ~ 6 2 12 7 
Agents. commission and general 1 3 11 12 

Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 

dealers ... ose ose me eee = 3 11 13 
Clerks, commercial and general ... ons - 4 5 10 9 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silversmiths, 

&c. eee eee 2 9) 9 18 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers__..... 4 7 9 14 
Provision merchants, &c, ... eae eee at 3 3 9 6 
Merchants, general... ove pes ose a 6 4 9 10 

i 


~~ 





a 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 





























| 








March, a 
| 1903. | 1902. | 1903. | 1902. 
oe | 
No. | WNo. No. No, 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- | 
tions—continued : | 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers eee eee 4 | 4 9 9 
Lodging-house keepers... ein on ens 1 | 1 9 5 
Gardeners, florists, &c. ... oo 80O 4 | 1 9 5 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &, —- ef a 8 6 
Ps ak ea ae oe 8 6 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers... cco] —— | 3 7 10 
Saddlersandharnessmakers .. .. ww Ll | 2 7 6 
Carriage, &c., builders... occ onik one! 3 | 4 7 9 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 3 | —_ 7 3 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, one eee oe: 2s oe 7 3 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... ae 1 6 5 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... 3 | ae 6 2 
Officersin Army ... ooo ote a eee 4 jj; — | 6 2 
Generaldealers.... one eee dae ons 2 | , 4) 15 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers) — | + 3 5 
Wheelwrights a i Se a 3 
Contractors a ae ae ee . 2 2s. oe 4 
Travellers, commercial ...  .. sss ows ee ae 4 s 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers eee oe 4 5 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... 2 3 4 6 
Ironmongers : TT eT 1 4 4 7 
Timber merchants and wood dealers | 9 | 1 4 4 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ee eee aaa 3 8 
Millers coe coe ois | 1 | 3 3 6 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... .... — 1 3 4 
Architects and surveyors ... se. = eee eee) Ss $4.7 6 
Stationers ... as. ave | oo 2 | 2 3 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c.... 0. 0 ws) — | — | 2 2 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c, ... «+ = 4 | 2 7 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, ee | 1 | ; 7 3 
Brokers, stock and share ... ve — | 1 2 4 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants o/ — | 2 2 1 
Engineers and founders, &c. ans eee | = | 2 1 10 
Cattle and pigdealers ...0 0 2. 30 ose ssl Oi | 1 5 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c, oe} — | 1 1 1 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... 0 «| — | 1 1 
| 


Cotton spinners and manufacturers... “7 _ 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 





TotaL Quantity and Vatue of Fish landed in the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March, 1903, and the corresponding periods of 


the previous Year. 











Merch. Three — ended 
1903. | 1902. 1903. | 1902. 
——s« QUANTITY. ee 
Brill Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
~~ gl le I oo 1,742 1,993 | 5,429 5,422 
Sparling 4,573 7,157 | 14,071 20,608 
. eee +e —_—_ * 
Turbot... 99 ad ose ath pte 8, 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 1938 "05 | "3/006 S42 
sales Total prime fish ... ove a 11,615 _ 14,265 Hl $4,850 42,405 
a 2,979 * 6,882 ° 
Cod ; , 
en “Sale Ga aas 146,464 130,569 383,497 255,631 
Conger Eels... ... 2,473 5,056 | 7,260 12,253 
ero aes 8,879 7,998 | 25,768 18,319 
ns org . ihe . 6,322 11,826 || 17,141 28,538 
ae nt ~ 187,598 150,51f || 543,384 503,949 
= ies : , 7,837 12,627 || 42,326 33 103 
— an. ll 3,787 10,15§ |) 8,902 18,002 
~ ae Cuda sale, dal 1,630 6,032 || 20,626 29,339 
Lem a) i”. hele ae 3,295 3,636 || 7,563 9,216 
om 2 ee ae ae 11,151 14,450 || 26,870 33,142 
— = = = 22,547 8,145 || 24,560 10 367 
a me Anglers) =. 2355 . | 8125 . 
ee cons | roses |) wasais | assis 
Skates and Rays 21,675 29,901 || 73,696 76,130 
Sp ne wee 45 (253 || Bbgl76 13,842 
Orsk ... —.... | 2,956 
LL vere 19,008 22,956 || 67,721 66,208 
: eee eee eee eee eee eee 9 
Fish 1 not separately distinguished, except shell ‘ eae 
- *. eve ove ose we a 36,324 | 43,892 || 94,097 157,901 
=" Pome a | 571,278 | 581,440 || 1,592,239 | 1,562,364 
Cra: . | No. No. ) No. No. 
—_ " ~~ 0 -| 490,499 | 172,372 | 910,897 $20,624 
aS eS | 3,518°000 | 2,se¢’o00 -|| 6.276000 | 8,667°000 
. ’ , — = _— = 
Cwts. 8. wts. 8. 
Othershell fish .. 1... ... -|___ 25,096 33.865 || 83,435 112,604 
VALUE. 
£ £ | & £& 
ae eee ~? 5,052 6,272 || 15,120 16,613 
a sa ey i aS ae | 37,827 54,502 || 108,304 158,906 
g - = nts ae ed ae | — 
OS a ee eee 19,527 || 60,895 62,226 
Prime fish not separately distinguished at 1,538 1,163 || 4,282 10,168 
malic Total prime fish .. ...  .. oa 31,464 | en £47,853 
RS gigaiher ene ae espana | 99,020 79,265 || 276,564 173,120 
Conger Eels ... 2,642 4,436 || 7,087 10,886 
edhe | <a $,519 || 18,417 11,006 
Haddock | 1407944 Py | 429008 419°880 
eee ees eee eee | ’ aVy, i ed) FL, 
—— 4 eee eee eee eee 9.241 14,162 | 43,192 35,484 
Setrings ee. Mes, alee my ~~ "shes | ‘ean 11663 
eee eve eee eee “9 ‘| ® é ’ 3 
Lemon Soles | | 10,298 9.957 || 24,048 | 25,728 
om. aoe ne, SO eee | 7.771 9,768 || 19,876 22,213 
ome Bey ae ee Se | 27,349 10,867 30,268 14,670 
Monks (or Anglers) | °953 ° 3,142 “ 
Pilchards ...... ce 101 88 "308 330 
eee ae 71,604 101,24 187,373 274,099 
apes and Rays el 13,729 16,113 46,372 38,897 
sae a wit h.. , °6 —_ 3,490 
ek ... pa 2,030 
Whiting “| 10,816 11,362 33,350 33,912 
me | 6 aE aa ae y 9,675 . 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell | 
eee ene ee ee |e 26.395 52,262 | 100,890 
ae Frey ED. SA a | 507,621 | 625,121 | 1,426,800 1,486,263 
e — Let 
Crabs 2 | 70 | 
eee eee eee eee eee 4,632 2,270 8 552 4,797 
Lobsters... oss sean ‘| yoo2 | = Lage || 2,260 2,173 
— ee ee gee 5,628 | 6,985 || 22.859 26,360 
ershellfish ...  .., .. | 6,840 8,077 || 20,575 | 24 096 
Total ai lie eda .| 18192 | 16.51% || 54,146 | 57,426 
~____. -- Total value of fish landed | 525,813 543.635 || 1,480.946 | 1,543,689 






















































































a Norr.—The figures for 1903 are subj j j i 
ject to correction in the Annual Return. The values given 
are the actua] values returned by the local officers at each place. 


* Included under “ Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish,” in this year. 
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Fishery Statistics —Scotland. 





STATEMENT of the Torat Quantity and VaLveE of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Scorrisu Coasts during the Month and Three Months 
ended 3lst March, 1903, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1902. 





























Three Months ended 
| March, March. 
1903. 1902. || 1908. 1902. 
QUANTITY. 
Uwts. Cwts. || Owts. Cwts. 
ee ee ; ™ 10 15 | 30 63 
Turbot gee eee eee 200 oo ee 588 255 | 1,421 779 
Cod ... eee eee eee eee ose oe 43.594 38,385 || 112,577 125,024 
Conger Eel ... - ses oe : a 2,436 2,399 1 4,743 6,811 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill .., eee os os 10,304 12,470 | 26,507 30,338 
ee ae ee 2 ss 73,822 84,23, | 204,023 216.905 
Halibut a... . a” . on ™ = 1,261 2,270 2,462 | 5 339 
Herrings __.... Om re and ia « 47,346 72,130 $21,291 | 545,621 
Lemon Soles s Sal» des ¥ * 1,441 1,118 3,318 | 3,301 
oe | ee ae ae i a 8,560 15,345 | 18,747 | 35,234 
M erel eee eee eee eee . eee 38 22 if 291 117 
Saith (Coal Fish) ...00 6.00 see ace 6.532 6,511 | 17,275 2.667 
Skate eee eee eee eee eee eee 7,873 15,218 18,737 32,100 
es oki f pee igs ; 1,282 227 || = 32,377 1,138 
Torsk (Tusk) ad oi 908 1,00, | 1,879 2,188 
Whiting om _ had ons iia ane 12,292 19,628 | 38,296 59,991 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell | 
eee '-tee—- “ay | = ee “Oe 4,189 5,466 | 12,683 16,177 
Total ... ove one eee 222,476 276,697 ! 816,657 992,792 
Shell fish :— No. No. || No. No. 
Crabs eee eee eee eee 113,929 58,988 | 407,428 | 366,404 
Lobsters ... “<— ~~ ‘a 19,878 39,750 || 70,902 | 104.517 
Oysters... eee ove oe 20,377 50,815 | 76,515 | 156,148 
Cwts. Cwts. | Cwts. | Cwts. 
ee ‘ 1,040 430 || 1,380 1,832 
DI Sita: ga gy: ing ie 8,882 5,889 | 24,439 22,297 
Other shell fish .., en ée 6,396 7,093 | 12,876 1;,607 
VALUE 
£ £ ] £ | £ 
Sparling eee eee eve . 51 75 i 146 249 
Turbot eee eee eee e 2,823 965 | 6,994 3,624 
Cod... coe vce one ‘ 23,932 19,789 64,536 71,235 
Conger Eel ... ... axe : 1,459 1,183 | 2,942 3,323 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill .., : 14.550 12,367 | 56,838 33,142 
Haddock... ae oil i 53,625 52,305 | 148,152 156,065 
Halibut eee eee see . 3,217 4,762 t 6,512 9,397 
Herrings... nel in a 16,769 21,190 | 120,542 17$,338 
Lemon Soles _ on ‘ 3,976 2,875 | 9,590 8,547 
ie.) shh igh ll ial 4,093 6,171 | 9,217 15,99; 
i> ae tues ik 27 19 | 100 110 
Saith (Coal Fish) ... 0. oes | 1,464 1,158 | 4,050 $,723 
itn 2 wa wh | 3,119 4,099 | 7,618 9,955 
Sprats wn -_ “ n 170 bf 2,379 220 
Torsk (Tusk) — eve ° 312 277 654 660 
Whiting i koe in we ian hee | 6,411 0,747 17,280 1S, 428 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell | 
uc 860 as es we en ns ooo | 1,550 1,965 4,831 5,864 
Total ... | 137,578 | 134,991 442,381 515,075 
| — a 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs a one ies one 609 $28 2,139 1,909 
Lobsters eS 1,265 | 2,293 4,217 5,840 
Oysters ees ana =: 87 | 208 327 . 646 
Clams ne on a on 7 145 56 194 254 
Mussels... eee ws 515 353 1,458 1,303 
Other shell fish ... eee sf 1,501 | 1,810 | 3, 084 3,462 
Total ... baie = 4,120 5,068 11,419 13.414 
Total value of fish landed... .. | 141,698 140,059 453.800 528,489 






























































Notre.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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Fishery Statistics Ireland. 


StaTEMENT of thie Tota Quantity and VaLve of the Fisu returned as - 
landed on the InisH Coasts during the Month and Three Months 
ended 31st March, 1903, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the previous Year. 



















































































i 
| Three Months ended 
| March. | ry 
| ee — stall aiias 
| 1903. 1902. 1903. | 1902. 
| QUANTITY. 
| ~Gwts. | Cuts. | Cwts. | Ovots. 
Brill 72 a 138 | * 
Soles... 293 281 543 | 562 
Turbot ... 54 91 167 | 228 
Total prime fish | 419 379 48 | 790 
Yee a ee a ee ee 1,950 6,880 | 563% 
RIO eee eee Ce 443 * 1,685 | * 
Haddock jit Sse eae, Sts Tae 253 755 1,301 | 3,064 
ty EP es 408 $60 | 2,958 
Herrings : oe Ss re 312 1,019 4,487 | 12,054 
Ling am =a 155 682 927 1,841 
Mackerel * 36 19 1,126 | 4,051 
Plaice ... | 1,972 * 3,281 | . 
Ray or Skate ... | 585 * | 1,802 & 
er ol a = a i a 68 
rhiting ie, ne Tk ee ae .| 1,57 2,018 || 5,875 7,221 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish ...| 2,754 6,111 |} 6,953 14,370 
ee ee ae a 13,334 || 36,025 51,345 
Baw. . 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs... sia sai a ise bad ae ve . 204 145 354 540 
EE APO Sees NS 1,664 4,175 5,177 8,114 
Oysters sil -_ om ies mt. coe + | $85,944 9,600 |\+251,730 79,800 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
ae eee ee ee Cee 1,778 * 5,886 * 
Othershell fish 2.0.00 2 0s) ve vee | TS | 8,854 |] 5.585 | 16,890 
VALUE, 
Fa -— 2. S 
a ats ieee oe ee iam Sle nies ais) Oe 152 2 336 * 
Soles... eee ie as re, sy is 1,588 1,388 || 3,078 2,678 
ee Bee, a es ee ee 341 24 || 1,050 850 
Total prime fish ee | og oe 2,081 1,712 } 4,464 3,518 
tad POE EO ag REE 1,407 || 5,049 4,486 
Conger Eel... im ik all sand eee | 369 s it 1,385 . 
Haddock ee, ee ee eee, '. eee 170 865 || 1,001 3,782 
Ee Re ee Oe, ee, | galas 178 489 || 1,062 $686 
Herrings ra ae 78 325 || 1,559 
— - ie 65 395 || 481 1,040 
Mackerel ' a. Uae wale inks aes ae 24 8 | 831 2,407 
a RE tA Ri eet eR OR PO 1,827 * || 4,413 ” 
Ray or Skate ... i ae al law ae ee 222 S 4 702 . 
Pe? eas 2 | Ce oc nee 27 
Whiting 2 ea TR NE CORP Mes aS 1,263 1,365 || 3,771 5,105 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish ... 1,505 4,855 || 4,159 11,529 
Total asses nesses eee | | 94776 | 11,680 || 28,667 | 38,670 
| !— 
Shell fish :— | | 
Crabs ... rer vin = a si ried a 2 | 1 || 3 4 
eC oe  ) ed a 90 | 171 || 255 346 
Uysters Ue, ue eat, tate ess gle + 28 | 23 + 248 170 
Mussels es ve te sit > - il 84 ° | 277 ° 
Other shell fisn _... ma sie m em ae 403 | 568 | 1,205 1,685 
Oo ed 607 | 763 | 1,988 2,205 
Total value of fishlanded ... ...  ...| 10.383 | 12,183 | 30,655 | 40.675 











Norre.—The above figures ar- subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
* Included under “‘ Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish” prior to lst June, 1902. 
+ Including returns for Tralee, no returns having been received in the corresponding months of 
last year. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1903, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 1s.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 17th 
March :—State of the Labour Market in February; Fatal <Acci- 
dents to Workpeople in 1902; Agricultural Holdings in Scotland 
from August to December, 1902; The Price of Bread, Wheat and 
Flour; Recent Progress in Co-operation ; Recent Cases under the 
Conciliation Act; Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &e. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,950. Constantinople, 1902. 


Imports into Turkey from Statistics of Italian, French 
the United Kingdom. and Austro-Hungarian trade 
Detailed examination of with ‘Turkey. 
trade in cottons and woollens, Good market for iron and 
with suggestions for develop- ironware, if British merchants 
ment. will study conditions. 
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Government Publications. 








Export trade of Turkey. 

Bagdad railway. 

New quay at Haidar Pasha. 

Movement of shipping at 
Constantinople. 


Working of direct s.s. ser- 
vice from United States to the 
Levant. 

Formation of Chamber of 
Shipping. 


No. 2,951. Consular District of Mexico, 1902. 


Hindrance to trade caused by 
fall in silver. 

Revenue and expenditure, 
58 per cent. of the former 
arising from taxation of foreign 
trade and industry. 

Total imports from European 
countries. 

Falling-off in cotton goods 
trade, due to development of 
Mexican textile industry. 


Danger of investing in- 
discriminately in land com- 
panies. 

Successful cultivation of 


tannin bark, tobacco and flax. 

Mineral and metallurgical 
production. 

Particulars of railway and 
tramway development and of 
industrial progress generally. 

Openings for British trade. 








Mexican exports. 


This publication contains also a report by the British Vice- 
Consul at Tampico. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Commercial No. 2 (1903). Correspondence respecting the Ratifi- 
cation of the Sugar Convention, signed at Brussels, 5th March, 1902. 
‘Od. 1,470]. Priee 24d. 


This return comprises diplomatic correspondence which passed 
in the months of January and February this year with regard to 
the ratification of the Brussels Sugar Convention by the British 
and other Governments, and to the declaration of the British 
Government that they would not consent under any circumstances 
to be bound to penalise bounty-fed sugar imported into the United 
Kingdom from any of the self-governing British Colonies.. On 
lst February, 1903, when the term fixed by the Convention for the 
deposit of ratifications expired, the following Governments had 
ratified the Convention, viz., Belgium, Germany, France, the 
Netherlands, Austria-Hungary and Italy. The other signatory 
Powers, Spain and Sweden, had not up to the date named 
deposited ratifications, but the Governments of other Powers have 
been invited to consent to the acceptation of the Spanish and 
Swedish ratifications later. 
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Government Publications. 





Commercial No. 3 (1903). Inst of Countries engaged in the 
Production of Sugar, together with the Value of Eaports from the 
United Kingdom to each of the said Countries for each of the last 
five years.—[Cd. 1,471.] Price 4d. 


This statement shows the value of the total exports of the 
United Kingdom in each year from 1897 to 1901 to each foreign 
country engaged in the production of sugar in any considerable 
quantity, and also indicates which of these countries have com- 
mercial treaties with the United Kingdom containing a most- 
favoured-nation clause, and which of them are not parties to the 
Brussels Sugar Convention. 


Egypt No. 1 (1903). Reports by H.M. Agent and Consul-General 
on the Finances, Adminstration, and Condilicn of Egypt and the 
Soudan in 1902. [Cd.1,529.] Price 10d. 


This is Lord Cromer’s annual review of trade, industry and 
finance in Egypt and the Soudan. In spite of a somewhat excep- 
tionally bad year, the revenue of Egypt in 1902 amounted to 
£E12,148,000, being only £E12,000 less than the highest figure 

on record, and the expenditure being £H11,432,000, there was 
| therefore a surplus of £E716,000. It is interesting to observe 
that the rate of taxation per head of population has sunk from 
£H1-030 (£1 1s. 14d.) in 1882 to £E°789. (16s, 2d.) in 1902. 

Among the subjects dealt with in the report may be noted: 
Financial Policy, the Soudan, Railways, Agricultural Railways, 
Distribution of Land, Trade, Commercial Conventions, Nile Flood 
and Reservoirs, Village Organization, Education, &c., &c. 
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Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 


lst January, 1903, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 




















No. Place. Price mi Place. | Price 
T 
| EUROPE— | 2948 | Somaliland Protectorate 
Denmark : | 1901-02) 24d. 
2934 | Denmark (Supplemen- || 588 | Exotic Plants of Economic 
tary) ... .--1901) 1d, | | Interest in the Botanic 
1 Gardens at Entebbe, 
France: | Uganda ‘ ».| 3¢. 
2949 | Brest ...1902) 13d.) | | 
2941 | French Guinea 1901) 3d. | | AMERICA, NORTH— i 
2939 | Havre (Agriculture) ...1902 hd. _ United States of America: | 
| 2942 | New Orleans ... ..1902| 23d. 
|| 2944 ‘States of Maryland, 
Germany : | | Virginia, West Vir- | 
2945 | Estimates of the Ger- H | ginia, and Kentucky 1902) 13d. 
man Empire ... ---1903) 1d. || 587 | Coal Industry of the United’ 
| | States in 1901 ve.) 2, 
Greece : | | 
2947 | Thessaly ...1902| 13d./| | Mexico: | 
2925 | Mexico.. sce = on 901} 2§e. 
Italy: 2951 | Mexico City sa .--1902| 24d. 
2930 | Finances of Italy _...1902/ 14d.) | 
2933 | Italy ... ...1901} 3d. | _ AMERICA, SOUTH— | 
2936 | Naples ... .-. 1902 14d. | Argentina: | 
2935 | Venice ... 1901-02 13d.) 2940 |  denmatien finances 1901-02 | 1}d. 
Russia: | | Brazil : | 
2943 | Odessa (Supplementary) | 2938 | Brazil ... First half of f 1902 id. 
1901| 13d.|| 2928 Rio de Janeiro ..1901) 13d. 
1] 
Spain: i Chile : 
2924 | Bilbao .. .-1901| 23d.|| 2946 | Coquimbo »-1901| id. 
Turkey: i “WEST INDIES— . 
2950 | Constantinople ...1902} 2d. || 2927 | Hayti cco = oe L901} Id. 
2932 | Crete e-1901} 1d. | 
2926 | Eastern Coast of the 1 | ASIA— 
Red Sea . 1899-1901} 2d. | | Siam : 
'| 2929 | Chiengmai -+1901) 1d, 
AFRICA— 1 | 
2931 | Alexandria ... 1901 and part PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
of 1902 Samoa ... +1902) 1d. 











ld, || 2937 | 


| 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 


1903, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 








i 











No. Price. 





EUROPE— 
Belgium: 


l Convention between the United Kingdom and Belgium 
regulating telephonic cummunication between the two 
countries ... en od _ ose we oes ou hd. 


France: 

2 Convention between the United Kingdom and France for 

the exchange of insured and uninsured parcels between 
France and Gibraltar ... noe den jek doe side ld. 


ASIA— 
Corea : 
3 Accession of Corea to the Geneva Convention of 1864 for the | 
amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in | 
the field ... _ _ wns eee son oes one id. 











COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 


lst January, 1903, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 


East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 








Annual. 
allstar PES I Peel PRE ee eed ore 
No. Place. Price.! 
? | 

377 Northern Nigeria - one on | 23d. 
378 British Guiana ont _ eee | 24d, 
379 Mauritius ie ins one coc oan vee | 33d. 
380 Basutoland ... on oi ose ote vee | 3d. 
381 Southern Nigeria wi ous _ | 2hd. 

Trinida 1 and Tobago | 
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THE.COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


OF TRADE. 


BOARD 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart- 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it 
can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and 
“Consumption” Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged in 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute 
is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch 
from Westminster to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of 
Trade, and meanwhile verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch 
through the Temporary Enquiry Office which has been opened in the City 
Branch of the Imperial Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. ? | 

The “Board of Trade. Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the. public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at-the price of-ld. In future, periodical 
supplements to the “ Board of Trade Journal” will be issued, containing 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington. 

CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT, Boarp OF TRADE. 

January. 1903. 





